
‘May God protect you through the deep, And guide, and guard, and safely 

keep, And bring you back, and bless your store, and take you home when 

time’s no more’ (Reverend S. Lane, Hymn II in The Spiritual Compass ) 

Fact: Local chapels, including those on Fish Street and Waltham Street, 

were used regularly to hold seamen’s services during the 19th century Fish Street Chapel interior, late 19th century [L DBFA/6/4/53] 

SEAMEN’S SERVICES AND SERMONS 
Waltham Street Chapel exterior, early 19th century [Lp.726.4 WAL/1] 



Fact: Reverend S. Lane was a 

local minister who published 

spiritual literature for seafarers 

In 18th and early 19th century 

Britain, religious observation 

was common and church 

practices regulated the lives of 

many people.  

 

Attending services on a Sunday 

was expected according to 

societal norms.  

 

The words of a minister, 

delivered during a sermon, 

were seen by the congregation 

as a comfort and source of 

advice.  

 

For the minister, sermons 

provided an opportunity to 

guide and improve the spiritual 

and moral welfare of the 

listener.  

Frontispiece from The Mariners’ Cheerful Companion, or Seamen’s Spiritual Song Book, by Reverend S. Lane, 1831 [L WHA.784] 

Hymns from The Mariners’ Cheerful Companion, or Seamen’s Spiritual Song Book, by Reverend S. Lane, 1831 [L WHA.784] 



Fact: Reverend Thomas Bosher was a local preacher who gave sermons for those involved in 

the whaling trade 

In port towns like Hull, special seamen’s 

services were held at the beginning of 

the whaling and fishing seasons before 

the fleets left port. 

 

Notices of such services were placed in 

local newspapers and reports were 

printed after they had taken place. The 

reports detailed sermons given during 

the services and it was common to find 

the full text of these sermons on sale in 

local book shops. 

 

The purpose in publishing the sermons 

was to provide a spiritual and moral 

compass to seafarers, which they could 

take with them on long voyages, and 

which would guide their behaviour. 

 

In this way, such services and 

publications were an important way of 

ministering to seafarers prior to the 

establishment of the missionary 

societies discussed elsewhere in this 

exhibition. 

Title page of a published sermon by Thomas Bosher, 1810 [L.252.03] 

Extract from a published sermon by Thomas Bosher, 1810 [L.252.03] 

Hull Packet, 24 Feb 1818 


