
‘Preach the Word, Heal the Sick’  

(mantra of the Royal National Mission to Deep Sea Fishermen) 

THE FISHERMEN’S MISSION 

Fact: The Royal National Mission to Deep Sea Fishermen began it’s 

work in 1881 

Hull Daily Mail, 14 Mar 1887 

Logo of the Fishermen’s Mission 



The Royal National Mission to Deep Sea 

Fishermen was founded in 1881. It was also 

known as the Fishermen’s Mission. 

 

The Society’s objectives were to minister to 

the spiritual and physical needs of 

fishermen who worked in deep sea 

fisheries. It’s mantra was ‘Preach the Word, 

Heal the Sick’.  

 

The Society operated out of a fleet of ships, 

which were equipped with hospital 

facilities and chapel space. A doctor and a 

chaplain were amongst the ships’ 

compliment. Each ship accompanied a 

fishing fleet during voyages. In this way the 

society brought their services to the deep 

sea fishermen. 

 

In 1902, the Society’s ship ‘Joseph and 

Sarah Miles’ began sailing with a Hull fleet. 

The ship was present and came to the aid 

of Hull fishermen involved in the Dogger 

Bank incident of 1904. 

Fact: In 1902, the Society provided a mission ship for one of 

the Hull fishing fleets in the North Sea 

Hull Daily Mail, 8 Nov 1902 

Hull Daily Mail, 22 Mar 1929 

Hull Trawlers after the Dogger Bank 

incident, 1904 [L RH/212] 

Hull Daily Mail, 8 Nov 1902 



Fact: In Hull, the Society has operated a number of accommodation centres for fishermen, including one on the 

corner of Division Road and Hessle Road 

In addition to their work at sea,  

the Society also operated 

accommodation centres at major 

ports to provide for fishermen whilst 

away from home.  

 

In Hull, the Society had a building at 

the corner of Division Road and 

Hessle Road. Fishermen could find a 

bed, food, and access to spiritual and 

medical care. In 1929, a new institute 

building was opened in North 

Boulevard with updated facilities. 

 

As the nature of deep sea fisheries 

changed, the Society adapted it’s 

approach. Today, they provide 24 

hour mini-centres in port, with 

facilities and welfare offices. In this 

way, the Society continues to provide 

practical care, spiritual and emotional 

support, whilst also maintaining an 

emergency response role.  Hull Daily Mail, 10 Mar 1919 Hull Daily Mail, 5 Jul 1941 


