
‘And then the sea began to rise, and the wind did stronger blow’  

(W. Delf, Poem in memory of seafarers lost in the gales of 1889) 

ODES TO THE SEAFARING LIFE 

Fact: The winter months were the most dangerous time for trawlers  

to be at sea, with December being the month in which the most        

disasters occurred on average (in the period 1835-1987) 

Trawler crew on board vessel 

early 20th cent. [C DIYK/1] 

Poem taken from ’Told in a Coble and other Poems’, by Susan K. Philips, 1884 [L.821] 



Fact: The 1880s witnessed the biggest recorded losses of trawlers of any decade between the 1830s 

and the 1900s 

Nowadays it can be hard to imagine the 

experiences of those who relied on the sea to 

survive in a time before modern technology and 

employment rights made seafaring relatively safe. The 19th century is awash with accounts 

of sea voyages and  poems lamenting a                

romantically tragic way of life at sea. 

 

Such accounts and poems were 

published for commercial purposes, to 

entertain the public, and to raise funds 

to help the victims of shipwrecks and 

storms. 

 

These records help us to understand 

what it must have been like to be from a         

seafaring family during this dangerous 

era. 

Extract from ’The Sailor, A Poem’, by Edward Anderson, 1828 [L.821] 

Poem in memory of those lost in storms, written by W. Delf, 1889 [L.821] 



Fact: In the period 1835-1987, 900 trawlers registered in                      

Hull were wrecked or lost at sea 

‘The Orphan’s Hymn’, by a sailor’s daughter, 1900 [C DSSF/1/2/5/33] 

Extract from  ‘The Sea and the Sailor’, by J. Brumby, 1861 [L.820] 

Extract from  an account written by a Hull trawlerman, 1890s [C DIWK/2/4] 


