,—" HULL C ORPORATTION,

A IR RAID PRECAUTIONS,

Using information from a document held at The Hull
History Centre we track the events of some of the
City’s darkest hours whilst commemorating the
bravery and resilience of its citizens

The Hull Blitz
7th /8th /Oth May 1941



The Second World War arrived in Hull on the 19th/20th June 1940 when the first incendiary

device was dropped to the east of the City at 01.40 hours. This is known as Raid 1.
Thankfully there were no casualties on this occasion, but as the conflict progressed the
bombings increased both in numbers and intensity causing loss of life, injury and
widespread devastation across the City.

In all there were to be 82 Raids between that first incident and the last on the 17th March
1945. By the bombardment of Hull known as The Hull Blitz on the 7th/8th/9th May 1941,
there had already been 44 raids ranging from clusters of or single incendiaries, oil bombs
and high explosives, but it was the raids over those two nights in May 1941 which would
change the face of the City forever.

This report, written by Mr. William Morris, Assoc. AT. Inst. C.E., F.S.l., City Engineer &
Surveyor, in June 1941, records incidents which took place over the two nights and
details how the City Engineer’s Rescue, Demolition and Repair Services responded to the
vast challenges that faced them. It includes statistics on salvage operations, housing repairs,
the deployment of men and vehicles, assistance given by Mutual Assistance Parties and a
report on the bombing of The Prudential Building, an incident which has caused considera-
ble controversy through the proceeding decades. The fact that such a detailed account
could be produced within seven weeks of these raids is testament to the courage of the
men and women who risked their lives night after night to rescue and assist those in need,
whilst recording every little detail to ensure that everyone was accounted for and received
the help they so badly needed.

We recognise that some of the information within the report is sensitive and may cause
some upset, so although the entire report can be read in full at The History Centre, we have
chosen to redact small elements of the online version to reflect the sensitivities of a wider
audience. The report can be read by requesting file C TYW/2/3/4 which includes an earlier
version of the report compiled on the 20th May 1941.

For further information on Hull’s Second World War records see Introduction to Second
World War Records at The Hull History Centre and our downloadable PDFs,
Wardens, Welfare & Victory and

Discovering Records Relating to The Second World War at The Hull History Centre



http://www.hullhistorycentre.org.uk/research/research-guides/ww2-introduction.aspx
http://www.hullhistorycentre.org.uk/research/research-guides/ww2-introduction.aspx
http://www.hullhistorycentre.org.uk/research/research-guides/PDF/wardens-welfare-and-victory.pdf
http://www.hullhistorycentre.org.uk/research/research-guides/PDF/discovering-second-world-war-records-at-the-hull-history-centre.pdf
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AIR RAID PRECAUL IONS,

REPORT ON

CITY ENGINEER®S RESCUE, DEMOLITION AND REPAIR SERVICES.

Scvere Enemy Air Attack 7t¢h/8th May, 1941, (period of
alarm 2317 to 0509 hours and Sth May, 1941, (period of
aiarm 0008 to C555 hours)e

For convenience, the operations following the two raid nights,

Wednesday and Thursdey, have been grouped together and treated as one
operation.

Orpanisation,

The City is divided into four divisions and there is at present
one main Rescue Depot and a sub-=depot in each division, Further
sub-depots are proposed; two are in the course of construction end a
scheme for a third is before the Ministry of Home Security, The
ultimate scheme will consist of four main depots and seven sub=-depotsg
At the present,premises near the sites of the proposed sub-depots are
used a&s assembly points and these are in effect sub-depots.

Rescue Partiecs,

During the first raid 38 Huil Rescue Parties were available and
these were further reinforced by 22 Mutual Assistance Parties (20 from the
Bast and West Ridings of Yorkshire and 2 Military Rescue Parties from the
Royel Enginecers), During the second raid 32 Hull Rescue Parties were
available and the Mutual Assistance Parties were still in the City., The
total number of wolunteers which reported to the depots following the
warnings wes 280 end 223 respeotlvelys

In addition to the above, about 40 men from the Works Department
and 200 soldiers assisted on major rescue operations.

Rescue parties operating during the actual raids did megnificent
work without thought for their personal safety and were remarkably fortumate
to suffer no casualties within their own renks beyond burns caused by
hendling debris in close proximity to fires and cuts and bruises caused

through other high explosives exploding close by their rescue operations
and knocking them off their feet,

It should be borne in mind that a very large proportion of the
depot staff and members of parties both paid end unpaid, hed their own
houses completely and partially demolished, and the manner in which they
responded to calls without protest or refusel, was truly commendablee

Peculiarly enough, there was no incident which necessitated the
wearing of coel gas respirators, -

A,R,P, Depotse

Orgenisetion at the A,RsP, Depots worked smoothly and efficiently
though seriously hempered by telephone breakdowns, lack of water and
electricity supplies, etc. anmd they cen be congratulated for the manner
in which they tackled the many problems arising during end after the
reids end the control and billeting of the varlous assisting parties,

The service dopots were fortunate to escape being hit by anything
other then the small incendiary bombs, the only depot failing to continue
to function through structural demage being the James Reckitt Avemue
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Sub=Depot, Conbrol wos often transferrcd from main depot to sub-depot,
but this was not on account of structural damage,

Operaticnal Control at Inscideonis,

In many cases the Wacrdens Service wes gquite unable to supply
specific information re psrsons missing, numbers of residents, etc, &and
as a consquence, arrengemonts were mnde for parbty foremen to restrict
their immodiate operations to obvious rescue, search in likely places,
organised calling and listoning, and lastly, recovery of bodies when
information was available, and whon aatisfied on these points, to report
back to theix depols,

Later, such incicents were investigated and if setisfied that
persons were still uneccounted for, parties were re-called to complete,
This has proved to be the best method of utiliz ing the available labour
to avoid wastapgs, although it hes demanded a great deal of the
supervising stafi''s time and has involved meny meetings in Wardens'Posts
and the like between works foremen, relatives, werdens and policemen, and
the despatch of enquiries to rescuced persons end casuelties in hospitals
as far afield as Driffisld,

Eastern Divias? Citg

The largest incidents were Buckinghem Street, Nornabell Street,
Naylors Row, Hew Bridge Road/Southcoates Lane junction,

All coperations in this area were seriously hendicapped by the
complete breakdown of the telephcne system and the Training Officer's
car proved extromely useful,

Buckinghen Street Inoidemt,

This inzident was caused by a parachute mine felling on the
site of No,16 Cremorna Terrace, the orater being approximately 25
feet in adlameter and of similar depbhe. Approximately 30 small houses
were completsely demolished, together with two Anderson shelterse One
large communal shelter of corcrete end timber construction, although
within about 10 yards of the crater, was undamaged except for
blockage at the oxils through debris and clays

There was the usual difficulty of being unable to obtain
precise informatlon regarding missing persons, and the early stéges
of rescue and recovery were based upon search and investigation, As
& result of enquiriles made amongst residents in the vicinity, and
information received from the Wardens Service from time to time, it
was ascertained by the time the "all clear" was sounding that one
person wAs unaoccowurted for from No,7, two persons from No.8 and 4
persons from No.73 Buckinghem Street, Operations continued on these
partionlar sites and at epproximbely 11 a.,m, it vwas learned from
the Wardens Séctor Leader that the person from No,7 had now been
accounted fore Leater in the dey the bodies of the above missing persons
were recovered. The most dangerous and complicated rescue
eccomplished at this incident was the release of & young man from
the collapsed debris of No.57 Buckinghem Street &nd whe was
wedged aoross the body of his father., Because of the very
restrioted area in which operations could take place, the releass
of this person did not takc place until approximetely 7.15 &em.

By nightfall, this incident was completed and resulted in the
release and rescue of 15 persons and the recovery of 8 bodies.

Neylors Row Incident.

This was encther mine incidenb, causing the demolition of
approximbely 25 houses, and was complicated by exteonsive fire
during the whole time that rescue parties were operating, Further
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complications were caused by the non-appearance of fire

services or first aid services until after the "all clear"

had sounded, Excellent work was accomplished by the rescue
parties who, whilst releasing persons as speecily as possible,
had to control the two separate fires with buckets of water
during the whole of the period., The foreman obtained permission
from tenants of a small house close by to use same as his
headquarters and as a casualty clearing centre until the arrival
of the first aid parties, By nightfall this incident had been
completed and had resulted in the rescue and release of 21
persons and one horse, and the recovery of 9 bodiecse

Nornabell Street Incidente.

A bomb falling upon houses in Frederiocks Terrace completely
demolished the terrace communal shelter and approximately 15
houses, The earlier rescue work was taken over by & perty of
soldiers and subsequently handed owver to a team of mutual
assistance parties from Harrogate. There appeared to be a lack
of understanding by the team leader and his foremen about the
marmer in which to obtain necessary information regarding persons
unaccounted for, but when a schedule was drawn up and the position
clarified, the incident progressed satisfactorily, With permission
of the tenant of one of the terrace houses, the front room was
used as headquarters and the warden was asked to report there from
time to time upon receipt of any vital new informetione The
whole of the shelter site was completely excavated and by early
the following morning the inc ident was closed, having resulted
in the rescue and release of 23 persons and the recovery of 21
bodies.

Newtown Buildings Incident.

One small bomb fell in the front and another in the rear of
flats in the above buildings and after the necessary parties had
attended, the incident was quickly closed as completeds However,
during the next day, a delayed report was received that three
persons were thought to be missing, and after search by & rescue
party, two bodies were recovered, there being no tracse of the
third persone The incident was again closed temporarily and upon
visiting same the next day, the Rescue Service was informed thet
this suspected missing person was now accounted for, However,
whilst on the site, & dog was heard within the wreckage and this
was rescued apparently little the worse and handed over
to the Dogs?! Home representative,

Ellerby Grove Incident.

This incident was caused by & bomb at the junction of
Cammerton and Ellerby Groves and had completely demolished
Nose 1/17 and 2/16, blocking the roadway with debris, Rescue
Parties attended during the raid and this incident was closed,
being informed by the Wardens Service that no other persons
were missing, However, at 5.15 pe.m, on the 22nd May, a lady
deputy Head Warden from the are#& reported to the Rescue Service
Leader that although & complete search and engquiry had been made
by the Wardens Service and relatives, a young girl was missing
from Noes4 Cammerton Grove and it was suggested that she was
still within the debris of that house, Consequently & rescus
party attended et 6 pems 2and operated until 9 peme but without
success, Whilst thesc operations were still in progress the
Rescue Service lLeader made enguiries and was informed by two
neighbours of the above family and who had assisted with the
rescue work, that the missing girl was certainly recovered
and handed over to the first aid parties in their presences
Because of the obvious doubts, the Rescue Service Leader closed
this incident pending enquiries. The next day the Rescue Service
Leader made enquiries at the Morrill Street Clinic, the Hull
Royal Infirmary, the Sutton Ammexe, Anlaby Road Hospital, the
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Women's Hospital, Children®s Eospital, the Beverley Road

Hospital, Beverloy Basec Hospitai,Driffield Base Hospital and the
Seacroft Hospital, Leeds, but was unable to find any trace or

record of the missing girl, The following day the Rescue Service
Leader visited the Wardens Headquarters in the vicinity, the
Southcoates Lane First Aid Post and then the Sutton Annoxe, He

had discovered that there were two young members of the girl's
faniliy who had been troated at the Hospitals and he wished to

have personal contact with “hem if possible, in order to obtain
precise information about the girl still thought to be nmissingg
However, before locating thesec children, the Rescue Service Leader
was diverted to Mr, Fox, schoolmaster, Bilton, then to Miss Bloom,
Bilton, in cherge of evacuces in that area, and finally to Mrs,Allen,
who was & married sister of the missing girl and who had takon
temporary charge of these two children, The Rescue Service Leader
interviewed these people and obtéined sufficient information about
the missing girl?'s clothing, etc, to emablehim to assume at that
time that a certain unidentified bedy at the Preston Road mortuary
would be this missing girl, His next move was to contact P,C, Allen,
which meant visits to the Laburnum Avenue Sub-Police Station,

Drypocl Green, and Crowloc Street Police Station, At Crowle Street
Police Station the Rescuc Service Leader interviewed P,C,Allen in
the presence of Superintendent Armitage and asked if the Constable
would accompany him to the mortuary to attempt identification, This
was agreed to by the Superintendemt and the Rescue Service Leader
took P.C,Allen to the moitvary, went through all records of the body
which he suspected to behis sister-inelew, obtained certeain items
of jewellry and conveyed him to Bilton to see if the missing girl's
young men and relations could identify the property. All thess
people did identify the Jewellry, etoe and the Rescue Service Leader
then arranged for P,C, Allen to vicw the photograph of the unidentified
female which was filed in the Town Clerk's Departments The Rescue
Service Leader's assumption proved to be correct and this incident
was closed, In justification of the days which the Resocue Service
Leader had spent on this particular enquiry, he stated that the only
other method would have been to remove aill materials from the site of
the damage and even thon, of course, the Rescue Service would have
had to inform the Conmtroller that no trace of the missing person
ocould be found, which would have been unsatisfactory to all concerned,

Telford Street Incident.

Beoause of umexploded bombs in the vicinity of Telford Street
&ll residents were evacuated in that area after the first heavy raid,
During the second night's raid, a bomb completely demolished
Nose 1, 3 & 5 Telford Street and the roadway was blocked with debris,
It was not thought that any persons were within the properties because
of the compulsory evacuation, but it was learned that during the
second night three persons had return to their house in Telford Street,
As a result of this delayed report, & rescue party attended and
subsequently recovered ths bodies of three persons. It should be noted
that there were threeo uvnexploded bombs in the vicinity whilst the
rescue parties were operatiag, and all normal traffic had been
suspended in that area,

Genereal ,

Considering the enormous difficulties facing the Service in this
division, caused through the almest complote breckdown of the telephone
system and the numerous lengthy detours through unexploded bombs and the
like, it was very creditable to know that 211 incidents in this division,
so far as the Rescue Service wore conmcerned, were completed by Saturday
afternoon or approximately 3 days after the first heavy raid.

Central Division,

The major incidents in this divison were Prudential Buildings, Albany
Street, Lister Street, St.Paul Street and the Alexandra Theatre site,
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Much time wmas spent by the Service Leader in investigating

incidents where some cascs of douot existed as to missing persons,

Lack of information again handicapped operations and after
complete search had been made., it was decided to clear sites in
order that further doubts could not exists This clecrancée
proceeded at Albany Street, Lister Street, St.,Paul Street,
Prudential Buildings and the Alexandra Theatre sites,

Although the St., Paul Street incident was cksed by the Incident
Officer, further enquiries were pursued by the Rescue Service Leader.

The following are brief reports of the principal incidents in
this division,

St, Paul Street/Materloo Strect Incident,

This incident was probadbly the largest in the Central
Division and was caused by & parschute mine exploding within
Appleby Terrace, St. Paul Street, completely demolishing every
house in the terrace and at least another 15 houses surrounding
the terrace. A communal shelter was totally demolished and it
was known that many people were within, The recovery work on
this site proceeded daily until Monday the 12th May, when the
Incident Officer decided to close the incident and ordered the
rescue parties back to their depot. The parties operating at
that time were of the Spen Valley team and the Rescue Service
Leader received & note from the Leader which said "Police in
charge at Waterloo Street informed me that this incident is
closed for rescue work's The Rescue Service Leader had only
Just commenced investigation into incidents in this division
and he was pleased to think that this major incident was
closed, although he did intend to investipgeate same later. On
Sunday the 18th May, the Rescue Service Leader met this Incident
Officer and he informed the Rescue Service Leader that he had
closed the incident but that there were 5 or 6 people still
missing, The Rescue Service Leader asked why he had done this
and he said that he was certain everything had been searched and
all that was left was work for the "demolition parties", The
Rescue Service Leader informed the Incident Officer that it
was incorrect for him to assume responsibility for closing an
incident without being requested to do so by the parties
operating, and further enlightened him regarding the Rescue
Service operations and the functions of the City Engineer?'s
Departments Because of the unsatisfactory position, this
incident was re-opened and on Monday the 19th May, ancther
body was recovered, two on the 20th May and one on the 21lst
May. From deep enquiries mode into the position, the Rescue
Service Leader now felt satisfied that the incident was cleared
up and advised the Incident Officer that so far as the Serwvice
vas concerned, the incident was closed,

The Rescue Service Leader was informed by the Incident
Officer that a man was in the habit of coming on to the site each
night after the parties had retired and that in conversation with
him the constable had learned that the man had lost his wife
and that no trace could be found. The Rescue Service Leader asked
the constable to obtain the man's new address and to tell him that
the Rescue Service Leader would call and discuss the problem with
him, Conseguently the Rescue Service Leader interviewed
MreLoughborough of 11 Blake Street, who +told him that his wife
and daughter had been in the shelter which was hit and that he
had identified his daughter's body at the mortuary but that there
was no trace of his wifeq The Rescue Service Leader assured him
thet no more bodies would be recovered and that he was satisfied

thet Mr.Loughborough's wife's body was at the mortuary unidentified.
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The Rescue Service Loader obtained from him particulars of

his wife's clothing, etc. and when ho asked if the wife wms
ruptursd, he said "Yes, on the loftt sido". The Rescue Service
Loader knew from his records and precvious visits to the norbtuary
that there was a similar unidentificd female at the Northern
mortuary end he arranged to take Mr¢Loughborough thcre the next
night in ordor to continue enguiries. %This was carried out but
Mro.Loughborough was not altogether satisfied, so the Rescue

Service Leader erranged with Mr.Priestley, the Deputy Town Clérk,
to meet Iir,Loughborough that night at the Town Clerk’s Officey

in order thet he might see the photogreph of this particuiar
unidentified body., Even then he was not entirely satisficd and

the Resocue Service Leader arranged for him to view the clothing
held at the mortuary. MreLoughborough was able to finally identify
this positively and this incident was then closed, 30 persons having
been rescued or released and 3% bodies rocovered,

Jordan Avenue, Kimberley Street Incident,

This particular incident was caused by an HeE., bomb striking
a small terrace shelter and causing it to be driven well into the
ground, Rescue Parties attended this incident shortly after the
occcurrence and were dismissed from the site by the Wardens Service,
the impident being considered closcd, Whilst visibting the Wardens
Headquartors in Pesk Street at about 4630 p.ms on Sunday, the 11lth lMay,
to make enquiries regarding missing persons at another
incident in this division, the Rescus Sorvice Lender was informed in
conversation that werdens were "digging" at Kimberley Street ——]
[ ] iy Rescue Service Leader asked if
this incident had been reported to the Rescue Service and why the
wardens were attempting the recovery work themselves. He obtained
no setisfactory answers, but arranged immediately for rescue parties
to operate at this incidenty This finally resulted in the recovery
of 13 bodies |

| Since the mumber of bodies recovered talliod
with the number of persons known to be missing, ©he Rescue Service
Leader closed this incident so far as the Rescue Service were
concerned, and reported same to the Incident Officerec

Goddard, Walker & Brown Incident.

This incident was caused by several H,E, bombs and oil bombs
having burst upon these works, completely demolishing a wvery larpge
works brick built surface shelter and completely burning out everything
within the area, Rescus parties attended upon an urgent call et the
height of the raid which stated that fire was spreading rapidly
throughout the works, After strenuous eofforts, aggravated by intense
heat from the fire, which had almost reached the trapped men, three
men were rescued alive end removede The fire spread so rapidly,
forcing the party back, that the party found it impossible to
continue further search, This partiouler area was being concontrated
upon by the enomy *planes and bombs of all types were exploding cloe>
by during the operations,

The Rescue Service Leador visited this inciden: after the
departure of the party and realised that no further investigation was
possible until the fire had been controlled by the fire services
When this was accomplished, rescue parties commenced the recovery of
bodies, six being removed cn the 9th and 2 more on the 10th May, when
the incident was closed, ecting upon the informetion then known to
the Wardens Servicee

On Sunday, the 1lth Mey, theo Rescue Service Leader made
investigations into this partizular incident but was unable to obtain
any more information from the Wardens Service regarding the possibility
of any othor missing porsons. Not being satisfied, he apgain visited
the Scele Lane and lMarket Place Wardens Posts and arranged for Wardens
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to contact representatives of CGoddord, Walker and Brown, Léd.,
and other firms in the vicinity of High Strect, whom it was

felt wounld have fire-wttchsrs on duby at the time of the raid,
At the same timo, the Rescue Scrvico Lender asked the Wardens
Service to contact a MNr, Burliti, who war at the Driffield Base
Hospital and one of the three men rescusd during the night. As
arranged, the Reccue Service Leadeor intorviewed a representative
of Messrs. Gilyott, Godderd, Welks:r & Brown, and the Warden
Sector Leader, and afior czamination of the fireswatchers?
reporting book, conversations with the members present, and
information regarding perscns kmowa te be in the shelter obtained
from the rescusd man at Dwiffieid, the Rescue Service Leader
was able to ascervain that there vas still one fire~vmitcher
named Eltheringbon unaccounted for,

Rescu¢ partiss were brought back to this incident
end the body of the imissing man recovered in about two more
hours, which finally closcd the ingident,

Lister Strect .Tng_‘..‘gl;ar't“‘.

Two large oxplosive hombs end incendiary bombs had
completely demolished Mos, 25, 255 27, 29, 33, 35, 37 and 39; the
first three of these having bsen complebtaly buent out as well as
demolishede The L,N.E.i, stables immodiately opposite were also
burnt out at one end | ]
| | Rescue parcics abttonding at this
incident during the raid vescued a totel of 14 persons and recovered
the bodies of 8 otherse These houses were old and of the basement
typeo The vardens wers quite unrble to give eny reliable
informetion regerding residents hecnuse of the "floating population"
which the wardens scid chenged aimosht nightly. This was borne oub
by the fact that two rFreach sailors were ressued from one demolished
house which they had evidently becn wisiting., Because of these
circumstances, it was desidsd to clear the whole of this area and
military assistence was chbiained daily ror this purposees Rescue
parties contimied to Turn over debi’r and search for missing persons
whilst the military loaded up such debris and transported same to
tipscs During these removal operations ten more bodies were
recovered, resulting in a tctal of 14 persons rescued and 18
recovered, Becsuse it was Impossible to obtain any reliable
information as to identities on the site, the Rescue Service Leader
made many visits to the morbuariecs, in order to keep his records
complete, During these visits, the Rescue Service Leader always
asked whether any enquiries had been made regerding persons still
missing from any incidcnts end he was informed that a Mrs,Mooney
of 14 Jeennet Terrece, Gillett Street, had been meking enquiries
regarding her brother, Samuel Murray, who had, she thought, been
residing at No,35 Lister Street, Since there were at this time
three unidentified meics, the Rescue Service Leader visited this
women end advised how of tho position and the fact that the incident
was now closed and that no further bedies would be recovereds
She informed him thet the missing man hed been employed by
Alderman Woodliffe of Gillebt Street and that he wes also
interested in the matter, The Resouve Service leader visited
St, Andrew's Dock and finally the works in Gillett Street, where
he had a conversation with Aldermen Woodliffe., Mrs.Mooney had
not been at all cerbtain whether her brother had, in fact, been
working at the time, and my Rescue Service Leader was naturally
interested to know whetlier he was missing from SteAndrew'!s Dock
or Lister Strecet, The Reacue Service Leader was assured that
the missing man had; in fact, been paid off the day before the
blitz and it was reasonably certain that his body had been
recovered from Lister Shtreet and was unidentified,

£ is worthy of note that =« large unexploded bomb
had dropped in Waverley Stroet close by and thet the whole of the
rescue and recovery oporations were corbinued in spite of this
and the fact that Lister Streot itself wes roped off to all other
traffic,
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Albany Street Incident.

This was apparently a mine or large explosive bomd incident
and had caused the democlition of five reasonably large housec,
Rescuec parties attended during the raid and effected tho recscuc
of three people and the bodies of four others. Because of
doubts arising regording lodgers and visitors, it was considersd
better to clear this area at the same time as the search was being
made, Consequently, soldiers and departmental men and transport
attended daily at this incident assisting with the removal of
debris after the search had been completeds 4 party of Home CGuard
from Brandesburton also gave assistance during the whole of one
afternoon, epparently acting on the suggestion submitted by an
ex=volunteer of the Hull Resocue Service, and now with the Home
Guards This incident finally resulted in a total of 14 bodies

| |being recovered, epart from the three persons
rescued,

Thorrton Hall Incident,

Damage on these premises had resulted in a report that psrsons
were thought to be missing because of the fact that they were in the
habit of using the boller house as a shelter and the entrence to
the boilér house was blocked and the boiler house itself was full
of water. Rescue parties had attended but bevause of the
unsatisfactory nature of the wardens® story, had returned to the
depots The Rescue Service leader investigated this incidexnt and
after conversation with the warden who had submitted the report,
arranged that he should contact the clergyman in charge of the
premises to see if he could supply information regarding the
whereabouts of his caretaker and the other persons thought bty the
warden to be missing, The Rescue Service Leader called again the
next day and was assured by the wardens that all these persons
were definitely accounted for, thus closing the incident.

Porter Street Incidents

Nos, 78=82 were demolished &and & report had been submitted in the
same way as the Thornton Hall incident and by the same werden, besause
of doubts concerning five persons resident at these premises., Rescwe
parties mAde investigations for some time and were finallwv dismissed
by the Incident Officer because he had personally secen these five
persons in the vicinity some days after the incident, The Rescue
Service Leader investigated this and was assured that no further
action needed to be taken by the Rescue Service,

Humber Street Incident,

Practically the whole of Little Humber Street on both sides was
demolished or burnt out in the raid on the first night and a rescue
party wes requested for the London Hotel, where people were known to
be living, Two persons were rescued alive after very strenuous
efforts, and the incident was closed, During the next nightfs heawvy
raid further damege was done in this area and an unexploded mine had
dropped close by the London Hotel, About this time a delsyed repart
had been received stating that an elderly couple were feared within
the debris of the house next to the London Hotele. Because of the
presence of the mine, no action could be taken on this deleyed report.,
It had been anticipated that the police would inform the Rescue
Service when the umexploded mine had been removed or rendered safe
so that the recovery of the missing persons could be commenced, This
did not errive, however, and after some days'! delay, the Rescue
Service Leader found that the area was now safe and rescue parties
were brought on to the site, The two bodies were recovered on the
15th Mey and the incident was closeds

Prudential Buildings Incident,

This block of buildings on the jumction of King Edward Strest and
Weaterworks Street;, was hit by & high explosive bomb or & mine and
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certainly within 15 minubtes was o white hot infernoc saussnd, e
doubt; by the demolition of the boilerhouse in the basement and
the fracture of gas mains, ctc, The fire was so *+roublesome thai
it was impossibie for rescue parties to operste for appirrorimetely
48 hours, and even when they did sommence, the delbris provod to be
uncomfortably hot, There is no doubt thet all the persons within
the bascment of this bhuilding wouild be killed instantly ecud thoerc
was no chanse for rescue work to he effective, From the time thot
rescue vparties were i operetion, it vroved excesdingly hard %o
obtain any precise informetion re garding the occupaunis of the shelter.
Thersc were many rumours of greet rumbers of Admiraity staff, W,R.N.S,
8tes, being within the building. auite apart from the firewatchers of
the various offices within the block of wuildings, Rescue parties
commenced to remove & considerablo weight of debris from the basement
and were ably assisted by the ‘Militery, who suppliecd all transport for
the removal of debris to tips, The eristense of steecl girders proved
trouvblescme, end after using militery vehicles te assist in the
removal, the services of a steam roller were obteincd and the results
proved to be more sabisfacturys, When sufficient debris had been
removed from the site and the bottom of the basement exposed to a
reasonible exbent and the motal work pullsed clear, it was determined
to turn over remaining debris and to £3i11 in the clisarsd are&_".nih.al
rear. |

When the Rsscue Sorvice Lecder ¢onmensed investigation into
this incident, he found that the Wardons Service hed no idea of the
number of cccupants, that ne real effort was being made Lo obktain same
end that no warden was in attendence, He made several visits to s
headquarters in Perl Strect and it was finally agreed that a warden
should be posted to s%and by at this incident so that eny enquiries
could be made through him, From the ear iy days of this incident, &
Corporal in the Red.M.C, nomod Tennyson, who said that his wife {the
minageress of Quarton®s Storss) was missing end dofiniteiy within the
debris, stood by and assisted ths rescus perties, and gAave valuveble
infarmation regarding the lsyout of +the sheiter, the building generally,
and the habils of the reguler aticnders in tho shelter. My Rescue
Service Leader was aklle %o accertain thrrough this man thet a fr.Boase,
manege: of Quarton®s. 8¢ Boagse and child, end Mra, Tennyson, were
definitely in the shoiter, In order to obtain precise infoarmation
regarding the Admniralty staff on duty at the time of the demage., the
Rescue Service Leader located and viszited the temporary headguarters
in Sunaybeak and was inforncd thes they “thought there would be at
least eight of their staff in the building", Some doys aftesrvards
the Rescue Service Leader made anobher visit and was informed by another
senior officer that there were five persons on duty that night, The
following week, he made & further cell and was informed by @&nother
official thet there was delinitely only one member of the Admiralty
steff on duty thet night 'and that there were no civilian staff or
WoRoNeS, in the building, The Ressue Service Leeder heard from time
to time that a certain perscn had mana.ged to scramble oult of the
wreckage at the time of tho incident and after many eaquiries, found
that he wes an employce of Mussrs, Smailes, Holtby and Gray,
Accountants, and lats of Frudentisl Buildings. and now at their
temporary offices in Marlborough Avenues, The Rescue Service Leader
visited Merlborough Avenue and had & conversetion with % is Mr Maslin
who gave him a very full account of the incident and his knowledge
of the porsons who were insido the sheltere Mr.Maglin further
informed the Rescue Service Leador thet he hed been firewsmatching
along with another employee of his firm but thet thoro w2s no third
person from their staff, as had bsen suggested by the Wardens Servics,
The Resoue Service Leader twice visited the Punch Hotel to obbtain
informetlion from the new manaper regarding the persons missing from
that hotel and known to be rogular visitors %o the Prudential
sheltor, He was informed thet there were six persons in all,

Thus, the Rescue Service Leader was able +to determine that
there were 16 persons within the shelter, and since by the time that the
vinole of the area had been thoroughly turned over and secarched, the



bodies of ten persons had beéen reccovered, | |
[ J it was assumed that six persons
were still missing and unsccounted for. |

1 Because of th
this difficulty in identificetion on the site, the Rescuc Service
Leader found it necessary to make many visits to the mortuaries in
order to maintain up-towdote records of this incident.

Alexandra Theatre Incident.

This incident was surrounded by many others in close
proximity and it appears that the theatre had been damaged by
three separate bombs; or & mine and two hombs. The collapsed tower
had completely blocked Bourne Strech o a height of approximately
15 feot and about 25 yards in length, There had been no report
regarding trapped or missing psrsons and it was only after the visit
of the City Engineer and others to the site and enquiries being made
by persons at that same time, that it was arranged to call out
rescue parties. Beceuse of the enormous smount of debris in
Bourne Street and George Street; military essistance was obtained in
the clearance of these roadweys, Ia the earlier days after the raid,
hundreds of tons of debris wer:c removed f{rom the site by the military
working in conjunction with the rescue parties, It was then ascertained
that the barman, nemed Ridley, and his song aged 14, and the electrician
nemed Bewick, were somewhere on the sitc at the times of the demage, and
that Canon Sedgewick was also missing from the vicarage at the corner of
Bourne Street, The removal of debris from Bourne Street resulted in
the recovery of Mr,Sedgewick | |
| Rescue parties operating on
the Theatre site located and removed the body of the electrician,

Whilst these operations were in progress, the Rescue Service
Leader had made many unsuccessful visits to all mortueries in order +to
establish that no unidentified miale corrosponding to thé description
of Mre,Ridley, had been recovered. After many enquiries, he located and
-contacted the missing man's wife at an eddress in Wincolmlee and
questioned her regarding the circumstences of the incident and the habits
and dress of her husbands A%t the request of the Rescue Service Leader,
she accompanied him to the site and said she was convinced that her
husband would be within a certain heap of debris approximating to his
pit bar and because of this, the Rescue Service Leader arranged for the
are2 to be excavated. It was found that %he whole of the concrete floor
of the bar had broken through end had entirely filled the celler below
so that the position was thet approximately 25 or 30 feet of very
heavy type debris had to be removed and, unfortunately, this was
accomplished without success. After the visit at the request of the
Rescue Service Leader, lirs, Ridley made frequent visits and becuase
of the frequent change of mind end the complications that were arising
on this account, the Rescue Service Leader determined to ignore the
various suggestions and to systematically remove 211 debris from the
floor of the theatre and to deposit same in the area where the stage
had been and which was now & large pit, In this wey, the whole of
the upper debris was turred over and carried well back, but without
any success. Pefore this turning over could be accomplished, the
services of a steam roller were utilised to remove the many heavy
girders which had collapsed and which were within the debris at all
engless Use was also made in this work of acetylene cutters., After
the clearance of the upper floor, the whole of the underground
corridors were systematically searched, after water which had
gocumulated within the cellars had been pumped away by the fire brigade,
This water was a constant complication to the operations, because of
the speed at which it accumuiated, and it was apparently being supplied
from & well close by the underground cebin bare R 33

About this timo the Rescue Service Leader interviewed an
elder son of Mrs, Ridley's because he had been informed thet the young
man had personally investigated the incident some two hours after the
occurrence and that he had personally traversed the underground passages,
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The Rescue Secrvice Leader arranged for the son to accompany him and
a foremen to the corridors in order that he could be aware of
which blockages existed at the time the boy made his entry end which
blockages had appeared since. The was done and the son indiceted
that three of the existing blockages were not there immediately after
the raid but that two other blockages had existed at that time, It
was therefore arranged that these two blockages be removed and +this
was completed without success. Because of the amount of damage
immediately surrounding this incident, continuous searches were being
made by foremen in an effort to locate the missing man, on the
assumption that he may have been in the street and blown 2 considerable
distance over or on to buildings in tho vicinity, but again without
suscess. At various times during these operations, the Rescue Service
Ieader heard rumours that a man had scrambled out of the wreckage
Just affier the cccurrence and becouse of the possibility of this and
the fact that information supplied by such a person would be so
valuable, the Rescue Service Leader made every endeavour to locate
hime, He visited the fire station, Worship Street and left certain
information with Inspector Denn, who promised to let him know the
following day if he had obtained any useful informatiocn regarding
the incident, As a result, the Rescue Service Leader chbtainsd three
addresses of employees and paid visits to each of thesc, The first
was Mr, Charles Witty, 33 Leonard Street, who informed him that he
was not at the theatre at the time of the occurrence and conseguently
had no knowledge of the occupants at that times The second man She
Rescue Service Leader visited was Mr. Goddard of 12 Louis Crescent,
Albermarle Street, a wiolinist in the orchestra who was on firewatch
duty, and he informed the Rescue Service Leader thet he did not see
or speak to Mr, Ridley at any time after the theatre was closed for
the night eand he explained further how, after the first bomb struck
the building, he must have been knocked unconcious &nd does not remember
any thing between that time and awaking in hospital, The Rescue Service
Leader visited the third person, Mr, Walford, 26 Colville Avenue, but
found that he had now removed to No.1l2 Kemwardley Avenue, Willerby
Roads The Rescue Service Leader found that this men had been quite
conscious during the whole of the time and was with Mr,Goddard when
the first bomb fell., Apparcntly this bomb pierced the roof and
outer wall at the stage end of the theatre and exploded in Bourne
Street, After the first explosion, Mr, Goddard and Mr., Walford
made their way across the stage to an underground passagewsy leading
towards the cebin bar on the Bourne Street sides However, during
this journey, & seccond bomb struck the building, extingnished all
the lighting and carried them some distence and partially burying them
with debris, Just before this second explosion, Mr. Walford heard
cries for help apparently coming from Bourne Street and he remembers
hearing the voices of Messrs., Bewick and Ridley coming from the
direction of the pit bar and of shouting to them to come down below,
which they promised to do. However, after the second explosion, he
heard nothing more from anybody, got no answers to his shouts and
furthermore, his friend, Mr,Godderd, had completely disappeared, He
groped his way along the corridor and was luckily guided by a fire
outside the building which was shining through the debris ahead of him,
He made an effort to reach this, end efter removal of certein debris,
found himself in Bourne Street, '
[ — |
= I

] Since the closing of this incident, a
very pronounced smell has emerged from & manhole at the end of
Bourne Street and in line with the Mason Street footpath and the
Highways Surveyor is breaking open the whole of this area to
investigate same,

Trinity Almshouses Incident,

This building was badly damaged by an H,E., bomb. The
front of the building was blown out along with some of the foundations,
leaving internal walls suspendeds Under the building was & series of -
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cellars in which a number of people were sheltering, The arches
of these cellars had collapsed, trapping the pecople under the masonry
which had crashed thrcugh.

An entry to the cellars was found at the rear of the
building and clearance of debris commeuced, Work was carried out under
great difficulty owing to the intermnal walls having lost their foundations,
Shoring of these walls was atlempted but was not & great success and
eventually certain of these walls had to be demolished to allow rescue
operations to continuees Informetion &t this incident was very meagre due
in the main to the fact that the people sheltering in these cellars were
firewatchers from neighbouring buildings, Some hours elapsed before the
complete mumber could be escertained, Only one person was alive when
released,

South West Division.

Operations commenced in the eearly part of the first raid by a stick of
H.E. bombs straddling the Boulevard Depot, the first bomb exploding at the
junction of Anlaby Road and Selby Street; although the Depot was rocked by
the explosion, the behaviour of the personnel was exemplary. Within two
minutes the first duty party hed left the depot and commenced rescue
operations, the habits of the occupiers of the wrecked property being well
knovm to 2ll depot persomnels The first mcssage from South West Report Centre
arrived twenty three minutes after operations had commenceds

From this time omwards all parties were fully engaged in dealing with
incidents, Notable operations were wrecked shelters in Regent Street and
South Parade, in which twenty seven and twenty eight people respectively were
trapped, Goulton Street eight people, domestic shelters at Linnaeus Street,
Waverley Street, etc.

At other incidents fire hindered operations
|

[ - = 1 Good work was
done by the Pontefract parties in recovery at this incident. Mining knowledge
was put to good use in dr1v1ng tunnels through the debris of Pickering and
Haldane's works,

The following are brief reports of the principal incidents in this
Division,

Regent Street = Linnaeus Street,

In an area bounded by Regent Street on the west and Limmaeus Street
on the east, a parachute mine and at least one H,E., bomb exploded,
devastating & large area, The works of lMessrs. Binnington were demolished
and caught fire, Houses end domestic surface shelters in Linneaeus Street
received the full blast of the explosions, several of these shelters being
completely demolished. A Dbrick communal shelter inla Trobe Terrace,
Regent Street was also wrecked by blast,

A large number of people were trapped by the collapsing of these
shelters, No special difficulties were experienced in the release of the
people, with the exception of freeing the unfortunate ones from the
bunks in which they had become emtengled. The wardens' record cards
proved at this incident to be useless, and were of no use in checking up
the number of residents involwved. This was particularly noteble in
Linneeus Street, probably due to a number of the houses being occupied
by more than one family or let as flats, Service personnel were
involved in Linnaeus Street and difficulty wes encountered in rew-contacting
them for informetion regarding missing persons,



Adrlie Streect Incidents

This was another parachute mine which exploded at the rear
of houses near the entrance to the Boulevard Footbell Grounde Houses
and domestic surface shelters in the irmediate wicinity collapsed and
2 number of people werec trapped under the wreckagoe This incident
presented no great difficulties and ths Wardens Service were able to
give the information necessary regarding the residentse

Goulton Street Incidenta

A large H,E, bomb had exploded in the cerriageway alongside
a number of surface shelters which had been erected in the street,

The fact that the shelters had e good foundation through being
~built on the carriageway no doubt assisted in the splendid way in
which these shelters remained standing, although damaged, and resulted
in no lives being lost., Although & number of people were trapped inside,
owing to the entrances being blocked, these blockages were guickly
cleared and the people released,

South Parade.

This was an incident in which a parachute mine and & HeE, bomb
exploded in the same area, & number of houses, & school and brick
surface shelter in St.Georges Terrace were demaged or demolished, The
shelter had been completeiy demolished and ebout 30 people were
trapped under the debris, Difficulty was encountered in removing some
of the large portions of roof slab, the obstacle being overcome by
tunnelling, The Wardens Service co=operated efficiently. The incident
closed after clearing the sitec, with one perscn unaccounted fore

Anlaby Road - Wilberforce Strect,

A number of large houses leot as flats, were completely
demolished. The reccrd cards of the Wardens Service proved of no
aveil because of the continual change of tenancye A number of
Service personnel were involved at this incidents

The continual exchange of relief mutual assistance parties at major
inc idents did not assist recovery operations, though it can be said that they
proceeded satisfactorilye

Not all assisting perty leaders ncted on advice given from time to
time and in commection with blasting operations, the militery did not
co=operate with the Rescue Service, which occasionally resulted in extra
debris being dropped upon the site where recovery was teking places

With regard to military assistance generally, it mey be said thet
inveluable assistance has been rendered to the Service by the ensrgetic
removal of debris from sitess

e

Incidents Rescueda Recovered, Rermarks,
Naylors Row 21 S Inc ident closed.
Church Street - & doe
Buckinghem Street 15 8 doe
New Bridge Road . junction 2 3 dooe
Foston Grove 20 i do-

Ellerby Grove 16 = doa
Hilston Grove 6 & doe
Harpham Grove 6 e dos
Ellesmere Avenuc 6 < do. Militery

assistence.



Summary of Incidents - Eastern Division (contds)

Incident, Rescuede Recovered, Remarks «
Barnsley Street 4 2 Incident closed.
Nornebell Strect

(e) Rhodas Terrace 8 2 dos Militery

assistarce,

(b) Kates Terrace o - doe dos

(¢) Fredericks Terrece 23 21 doe do.
Courtney Street 18 1 doe
Elm Avenue, Garden Village 10 - doe
Watt Street 12 ~ doe
Telford Street & 3 doe o
Mersey Street 6 - doe.
Durham Street e - do,
Ings Road 4 - doe
Westnminster Avenue - - doe
Newtown Buildings - 2 dos 1 dog rescued,
Lee Street - - dos
James Reckitt Avenue - - doe

Totels 57

||~'
©
{e)]

Summary of Incidents = Central Divisione

_{ggiden‘@_g Roscu_e_q_. Recovered, Remarks.
Middleon Strect 5 4 Incident closed.
Guildhall - . doe
Humber Street 2 2 doe
Prudential Buildings - 10 do. Military

z ] assistance, °
Albany Streect 3 11D doe
Lister Street 14 17 doo
Kimberley Street two sites 10 13 doe
Waverley Street ' 9 1 dos
Goddard, Walker & Brown, 3 9 doe
Porter Street 5 - doae
Thornton Hall 4 - doe
St. Paul Streect 30 34 dos
Osborne Street/Myton Street - - doe
Clifton Street 2 2 doo Military
G asgsistance.
Newland Avenue 10 1 Aoe doe
210 George Street - 4 dos
Alexandra Theatre - 2 Still worldng. Military
: assistancc,
Bournc Street o 3 Incident closed. doe
English Street - ~ doe
Waterhouse Lene -~ - dos
Carr Lene - - doe
Cave Street 1 10 doe »
Cumberland Streect = - doe
Cambridpge Street 1 3 doe
Trinity Almshouses 1 6 doe
Totals 1C0 132

|
|




Summary of Incidents = North West Division.

Incident s Rescueds Recovereda, Remrks .
37th Avenue 4 - Incident closed.
Bricknell Avenue : - - AR

Totals 4 =

Summary ‘of Incidents = South West Divisione

Inc ident, 2 Rescueda Recovered. Remarkse

Selby Street 6 2 Incident closed.
Welcott Street 1] 2 doe
Stirling Street 6 11 doe
Regent Street 7 20 doe

120 Anlaby Road 16 13 . do e
Linnaeus Street 6 7 3 - do's
Airlie Street 3 8 doe
Goulton Strest 8 - doe
South Parade 8 20 doe
Waverley Street - 3 do.

St. Andrews Dock - 2 doe

Day Street 5 - doe

281 Anlaby Roed 2 1 doe
Danube Road - 1 doe

Totals 68 Q0

Surmary of Persons Rescued and Bodies Recovered.
ﬁesoued. R

ecovered,
Eastern Division 185 57
Centrel Division 100 132
North West Division 4 -
South West Division 68 90
Totals : 367 279

At the date of this report, persons were unaccounted for as followsi=

Incident, Persons Missinge

Day Street

South Pareade
Alexendra Theatre
Prudential Buildings

=N

Casualties in Shelterss

Centrel Division.

Oxford Terrace, Cambridge Street - terrace shelter, briok, concrete
roof, Totally demolished = 12 rescued, 6 recoveredeo

Goddard, Walker & Brown - privete shelter - brick = totelly demolished
3 rescued, 5 recovered,
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Trinity House, Carr Lane - basement used as shelter.
Prosumebly private shelter, full of debris, Cennot teoll
if shored &t all, One rescued, € recovered.

Newland Avenue = 2 shelters, 1 brick, 1 Anderson, damagedes
7 rescued, 1 recovered,

Osborne Street - brick shelter - demolishede 2 recovereds

Prudential Buildings - basement shelter collapsede 8 bodies
recovered = 6§ missinge

Waverley Street - brick communal shelter wreckede
3 bodies recovered.

Cambridge Stréet = brick communal shelber wreckede
One rescued, 3 rccovereds

South West Division,

Regent Street and Linnaeus Street - brick and concrete
shelters demolished. 13 rescued, 27 recovereds

South Parade = brick shelter wrecked. 8 rescued,
20 recovered.

Goulton Street - brick and concrete shelters demagede
8 rescued.

Airlie Street - domestic shelter demolishede One
rescued,l ]

Mutual Assistencees

The number of Mutual Assistance Parties operating in the City was
22 on the first day, This number was gradually reduced to 14 on the
14th May, the same number weas retained until noon on Sunday the 25th Maye
The following are the day to day arrivals of the various Agsisting
Parties, T

8th May, 1941.

Leeds Parties

York Party
Bridlington Party
Haltemprice Parties
Harrogate Parties
Pontefract Parties
Doncaster Parties
Pocklington Parties
Military Parties

DD DN D

gth May, 1941,

4 Staincross Parties
4 Harrogate Parties
4 Don Valley ¥arties



10th May, 1941,

4 Leeds Parties,

11th May, 1941,

4 Pontefract Parties
4 Skyrack Parties

4 Morley Parties

4 Spen Valley Partics
4 Leeds Parties

12th May, 1941,

4 Ieeds Parties
4 Spen Valley Parties

14th Mey, 1941,

4 Keighley Partie#
4 Calder Valley Parties
2 Leeds Parties

16th May, 1941,

4 Rother Valley Parties
4 Upper Agbrigg Parties
4 Morley Parties
2 Goole Parties

19th May, 1941,

4 Steinecross Parties
4 Claro Parties
4 Don Valley Partiocs

22nd May, 1941,

4 Skyrek Parties

8 Don Valley Parties

4 Pontefract Parties

All 14 Parties returning home
on Sunday, 25th May, 1941,

The Mutual Assistance Parties worked with emthusiasm and did
excellent work, They were apparently highly satisfied with the
accommodation provided for them and expressed their appreciation of
the comforts and feeding arrangements at the depots,

Salva gSe

‘Accommodation for the storapge of furniture was the most urgent

matter to be dealt with and this received prior attention,

Sufficient

accommodation wes requisitioncd by Saturday evening, the 10th May, to
cover the weekeend despite difficulties of communication (telephone,
transport), Accommodation for storage was placed at the disposal of
the Transport Department to meet all demands and 908 homes were storeds
A further 1901 homes were removed, making & total of 2802 homes dealt
Exceptional difficulties were experienced in
East Hull owing to all suitable premises being either in use by other
Civil Defence Services or boing dameged by bombs and it was necessary

with by the Department.

to meke errangements for storing in East Park,

The site selected in

the Park for this purpose was the asphalt surface surrounding the
bandstand, Wooden shelter sides were used to form decking and

tarpaulins, released by the Ministry, formed the coverings

to be an excellent form of temporary storeges °

This proved
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The following furniture stores were 'dnmaged by bombs :=~

1, Maw, Till,"l{irk‘s premises, George Street.
2, St, .Jomes Hall, Porter Street, :
3. Trinity House Almshouses, Carr Lane,

Owing to the shortage of labour, however, it was not possible
to salvage these premises immediately but the owners of the furniture
concerned werc covered against loss by arrangements which were made
between the Department and the District Valuer,

The salvage of lead proceeded satisfactorily and approximatecly
140 tons heve been taken into store.

700 tons of screp steel were collected during rescue and
demolition operations and the clearence of highwayse This, together
with the lead, hes been advertised end e price accepted for the purchese,
The Ministry of Supply and Ministry of Works and Buildings were notified
of the amounts of the salvaged metals and the procedure of disposel has
been approved by them,.

Unsorted timber which had accumulated from demolition work and
stored on sites within the City caused some concern to the
occupants of nearby property and had to be removed to Bilton Grange
Estate, The amount of timber involved was sbout 1,750 loads,

Numerous enguiries have been received regarding the salvage of
furniture from dwelling houses which have been damaged beyond repair, and
it is anticipated that the Department will be inundated with further
enquiries when people drift back from temporary evacuation. This is a
job which the Military might be approached for assistance, as the labour
available by the Department will be quite unable to cope with it,

Haulage.

The following transport was engeaged on rescue, demolition
and repairs:i=

Corporation Vehicles, Hired Vehidcs

8th May 31 84
Sth May 31 105

These figures steadily inocreased to approximately 150 hired
vehicles engaged on rescue, demolition and repair work, together with 180
military vehicles on demolition and clearance worke

The following transport was engaged upon removals:-

8th May 20 horse drawn wvehicles
Sth May 25 dos
This figure steadily increased to 60 wehicles, together with

approximately 130 men in addition to the men on hired wvehicles dealing
with up to 200 removals per daye

The above figures do not include whole=time Corporation owned,
volunteer and hired vehicles operating with Rescue Parties,

Roads and Sewers.

Inmediately after the air raids, inspections were made by the
four District Foremen of the number of incidents and from reports received;
it vas found that roads were affected at approximately 162 mumber points,

Roads were blocked in some degree at 49 number incidents due
to either debris, unexploded bombs or fire brigade, the road surface was
demaged et approximately 79 mumber incidents, sewers appeared to be
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damaged at approximately 39 mumber incidents, while furthor
inspection wes in progress to ascertain if the sewer wes
damaged at a further approximately 31 points,

During the inspection, men were transferred to the
removal of debris from highways as necessary, and immediately the
inspections were completed, & provisional order of priority of
repair work was agreed, and rcinstatement of road and sewer damage
was put into operation at 7 number incidents, utilizing the whole
resources of the Highways and Drainmage Section, numbering
approximately 360 men.

The repair works put into hand inocluded sewer reconstruction,
filling in of craters and temporary reinstatement of road surfaces
at the following incidents :-

1) West District outfall sewer on railway sidings where
main outfall sewer for nath of control areas of the
City was blocked.

2) Goulton Street - road orater and sewer blockage.

3) Spring Bank - doe

4) Beverley Road = at Mclwood Grove - roed crater and sewer blocka g .
5) Selby Street =~ road crater end sewer blockagos

6) Bricknell Avenue = . doe :
7) Little Park Street = road crater and mein sewer blockageo
It has subsequently been found necessary to proceed with
similer work on Beverley Road opposite Fulford Hall, where e&n incident
occurred during the raid on the 1lth May, 1941,

Backing up of Sewers for Fire Fighting Purposes,

It was a practice agreed with the Fire Brigade to hold up
the water in sewers at the two main pumping stations from eariy
evening until dawn at the highest possible level, whenever possible,
which with all reasonable precautions would not result in flooding
low lying land, basements and the four road subways (16 feot),

It was not possible to comply with several requests for
additional water "all over the City" &nd we could only serve certain
areas, often at the expense of others,

On a request for water in Cleveland Street area, the
Superintendent was contected with extreme difficulty and delay, and
he eventually restricted his request to King Edward Street.

A genecral inspeot_ioﬁ was made on the 8th May, but no
further action was necessary as the sewer fractures on the towm
outfall and Park Street, were holding up water in the town area,

On the instruction of the ‘Region, the water was held up
the following night from 6 peme to & maximum height, regardless
of flooding. ;

Bomb Census,

Following each raid, members of the staff were actively
engaged on the collating of information and particulars in connection
with bomb census reports, The closest co-operation and collaboration vas
maintained with the Ministry of Home Security officials and reports in
the form of B,C.,4 submitted to Princes Risborough within the required
period of 48 hours. Having regard to the megnitude of the raids, the
first reports were of a preliminary neature only, but these were
followed each subsequent day with supplementary reports,



=20=

The work has included the visiting of the wvarious incidents,
e brief description of the extent of damage, estimated description
of bomb, etc., and any other relevant information, These reports
cover 130 incidents on the Tth/8th May raid and 220 on the $th May
raid,

Difficulty was experienced in determining the precise number of
bombs which fell, since in many cases incidents overlap and effects
of fires obliterated much of the evidence, '

Militery Assistance - Inspection and Demolition of b
Dangerous Buildings,

In co=operation with Lt.Col, Aldous the C,R.E. and his officers
commanding the 5th and 509th Field Companies, R.E,, namely Ma jors
Tobin and Gardner respectively, periodic tours of inspection of
dema ged buildings were nede, These inspections covered buildings in
the main streets of the City in order that traffic could be resumed
as early as possible.

The C.R.E. and the City Enginecer have visited and inspeoted personally
all buildings to which attention was called and which it was desired thet
the Military deal, and accompenying them were the City Engineer's
technical assistants and the C.R.E's Company Commanderse

Complete agreement was arrived at as to the necessity of demolition
and vhenever necessary, the C.R.E, agreed to carry out such demolition
et the request of the City Engineer. The method of demolitbn, whether
by tas uso of explosives-or otherwse, was decided in consultation et
the various sitess

In the case of 65 buildings, the C.,R,E, agreed to demolish to make ‘
safe buildings on the streets, in order to remove danger to pedestrians
and traffic,

A tour was mede of the warehouses on the River Hull and a list of
14 dangerous buildings was submitted to the C.R.E, to be dealt with,

The mejority of these warehouses consists of very tall buildings eand
since they constituted a danger to the ess3ntial traffic using the
river, it was a matter of groat urgency that they be demolished as
quickly as possibles ;

The total number of military personnel engaged was about 2,000
and in addition ebout 1,000 departmental employees were engaged on
this worke

After the withdrawal of the Military, the further work of

demolition and making safe is being undertaken by the department and
work in this conmnection is still proceedings

Inspection of Dangerous Buildings,

Many requests were received for advice on the condition and °
stability of shaken properties, This applied principally to shop
end business premises, where a desire was expressed to re~open to
the public as early as possiblee All such requesfts were dealt with
and inspections were mede and advise freely givens

Protection of Foodstuffse

Numerous requests were made to the Department for assistance in
the protection of foodstuffs and whenever such requests were received,
either the boarding up of windows or the obtaining of tarpaulins was
undertaken,



Workshops Section.

The wardens' reports were obtained from the Control.
Inspectors allocated to A.R.P, Services, Rescue Parties augmented by
men from the Workshops to assist in the recovery of bodies etc,
Assistance given on cleering sites, salvage of foodstuffs, furniture,
safes and valuables etc, A large number of dangerous buildings
demolished and others made safe. Arrangements were made for blasting
work in conjunction with the Military Authorities, Provided the’
police with a quantity of new type barriers for use at incidents,
Fencing carried out to demolished premises where basement abuts the
back edge of pavement, to prevent the public falling. Quantities of
timber shoring, wire ropes, tools etc. supplied, also military
supplied with materials and plant for the squads removing unexploded
bombs, Additional men put on making up coffins at the Institutions,
Key men allocated to main incidents and necessary casual labour set on

efter inspections carried out., Sites obtained for dumping the debris
and recovered meteriels, Classifications received from the City
Architect and parties arranged to carry out first eid repeirs. All
painting staff also put on clearing sites etec, Inspected approximately
%80 domestic incidents and 230 commercial incidents. The majority of
these heve now been made temporarily safe e&nd & large number demolished
to & point of safety so far as the public were concerneds It was

necessary to shore and prop several properties to enable contents to be
removeds

Various materials have been supplied to other parties
carrying out first aid repairs, Damaged buildings containing foodstuffs
were covered with tarpaulins, also assistence given in beoarding up
foodstuff shopse

The following are the sites of the major incidents to
domestic properties :=
Waterloo Street

Kimberlgy Street Newtown Buildings

St. Paul Street
Cave Street
Newland Avenue
Buckingham Street
New Bridge Road
Naylors Row
Church Strect
Regent Street
Linnseus Street
South Parade
_Waverley Street

Little Park Street

Watt Street
Kelvin Street

Day Street
Lister Street
Albany Street
Durham Street
Middleton Street
Stirling Street
Central Street
Ajirlie Street
Clifton Street
Lincoln Street
Merrick Street
Woodhouse Street
Barnsley Street
Barmston Terrace

Delhi Street
Foston Grove
Pembroke Grove
Ellerby Grove
Camerton Grove
Bedale Grove
Danube Road
Lodge Street
Greermwood Avenue
Sykes Street area
Nornebell Street
Cambridge Street
Telford Street
Day Street

Trinity Almshouses Goulton Street

The Military also assisted on the clearance of some of the
above sites.

Part of the casurl lebour set on was composed of dock labourers,
and about 160 of these had to be released on the 15th May for urgent work
on the dockse Several of these returned later,

The following figures &re as near as ocen be ascertained and are
given to provide some idea of the position generallye.

First Aid Repairs to Houses,

The totel number et which first aid repairs have been executed
by a1l parties is approximately 26,000 houses. The number of men employcd
on this work was 2200, The workshops have completed on Corporation
properties and other sites alloceated by the City Architect 2,498 first
stage first aid repairs and 250 second stage first aid repairs, making
a total of 2,748 houses., The number of men employed has averaged 300
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and of this number 18 men have been dealing with urgent essenticl
repairs and 12 men on making habitablc houscs damaged in previous
roids, to eneble scme of the homeless to be accommodated, Also 28
men have been employed in conncction with this work at the
Ringrose Street Workshops on cutting laths, etc, for contractors and
the Military in addition to our own requirements, and salvaging from
sites for this work, Up to date, approximately 332,186 feet lineal
of lath and 23,924 feet lineal varicus timber, heve been ocut and
supplied out of salvaged material,

First aid repairs to houscs ere also being carried out at
properties other than those belonging to the Corporation at the
following sites :~

Coltman Street, Egbon Street, Hodgson Street amd
Mul grave Street,

26 men have been sent to the Admirelty for spedial work, as
agreed with the Reconstrustion Panel,

The average number of men cmployed since the raids has been
approximately 1,020 and thece are allccated as below. These
figures vary weekly,

First aid repairs to houses 281
First aid posts, hospitals,
clinics,; etco 70
Welfare centres, carc of homeless
etec, . 40
Communel fecding centres 7
First aid to essential services - 63
Emergency ropairs to schools,
homes etc, (for safety) 23
A FeS, protection 11
Inmpectors, Clerk of Works to other
sections 13
Salvage and protection of foodstuffs 23
Repair and completion of shelters 38
Assisting A,R,P, perties,
clearance of sites and salvage 280

Demolition of dangerous buildings

and making safe tho "Cb" properties 108
Foremen and supervisors : 37
Men with Admirelty and Military 26

It will be observed that work hes been carried out for the following
essential services viz:-

Communal feeding centros, homes for the homeless, W,V,S,
centres, reception contres, A.,F.S. depots, police stations,
hospitals, report centres, first aid posts, clinios,

AJR.,P, depots, casualty bureaus, repair and completion

of shelters, etc, Repairs have also been carried out by
the fitters and clectriciens to darmge sustained at the
bridges over the River, :

Amongst the several items supplied by the Workshops was a quant ity
of sewer centres alsc sockets and covers for military road dblock
barriers., Ladders have alsc been made &t the workshops owing to the
extreme difficulty in obtaining the lerge quantity required,

The total number of classifications received from the City Arohiteoct
to date for attention is os below:w

476 classification A
928 . dos B
2002 dos Cb,

The majority of these have been dealt with, also belongings
recovered, and are now temporarily safo,
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Labour °

There were three mectings of the Emergency Works
Committee and several conferences with various Ministry officials
with reference to the allocation of labour and materials for
urgent worke.

Depot Staffs,

Attention is drawn to the very efficient way in which
the Depot Superintendents, Deputy Superintendents and Office Staffs
at all the AR,P, Depots officiated during and efter the raids, All
did excellent work, particularly Mr. Whincop (Superintendent of the
Preston Road Depots who, owing to the breakdown of communications,
had to work under very difficult conditions, and Mr Williams {Deputy
Superintendent of the Boulevard Depct) who, in the absence of the
Superintendent, had carried on without relief and did excellent work,
The City Engincer would, however, particularly mention the work of
the Superintendent and Doputy Superintendent et Fenchurch Street Depot,
Messrs, Sumpton and Hufton, who had carried out their duties admirably,
Their handling of their own parties and the large number of Mutual
Assistance Parties based on this Depot, was ercellent and they had always
been in & position to supply informetion as soon as required, which was
extremely helpful to Control, They had also to make all arrangements for
the working, housing and feeding of the large number of Mutual Assistance

Parties and these parties had been full of praise for the way in which they
were locked efter,

27th June, 1941,
HH/AMD,
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Prudential Buildinge Incidont.,

This dlock of buildings on tho junction of King Edward Strost and
Waterworks Strect, waas hit by & high explosive dDamd or & mino and
certainly within 15 minutes was @ white hot infernc sausss. no
doubt, by the demolition o the boilerhouse in the basomont and
the freciurc of gas mains, cto, The fire was so Trcubliescme Lhai
it was iImpossiblie for rescue parties to operate fox approzimstely
48 hours, and even when thoy did sommence, tho dedris provod To be
uwncomfortably hot, Thore is no doubt that all the percsouns within
tha basomeut of this building would bo killed instantly aund Lthore
was no chanse for rescne work to be effective, From thoe tims that
rescuc parties were in coperatlion, it vroved excecdingly hard To
obtain any preslice information regarding the ooccupauss of the cholter.
Thorc wore mAny rumouwrs of greel mambers of Admirality steff, W.R.N.S,
2tos, Pbeing within the building. guite apart from the firowatcheors of
the various offices within the block of buildings, Resoue parties
commenced to remove & considerable woight of debris fram the basement
and were ably sesistod by the Militery, who supplicd all transport for
the romocval of debris to Lips, The eristense of stecl girders proved
troublesome, end aftor using milivery vehicies tc nssist in the
removael, the services of o stoam rollcr were cobteinod and the results
proved to bo more satisfectoury. WVhen sufficicnt debiris had been
romoved from the sito and tho botiom of tho basement exposed to a
reasontiblo oxtent and the rwtal work pulled clear, 3t wos determined
to twrn over romaining deoris and to ill in the clecarsd aree in the

rear. | — —1

Whon the Roscue Sorvice Leader commenced investigation into
this incident, he Tound tha’ the Wardone Service had no idea of tho
numbor of occupants, Lhat no real offort was being made Lo obtain same
and that no smrden wis in atiendonce, He made soveral wvisits - ™
headgquarters in Parlk Stroct and 1% wos finally agreed that a warden
should be posted o shand by at this incident szo thad any enguiries
could be made through him, From the ea:ly days of this insident, &
Corporai in the RA.M.C, namod Tomnycon, who said that his wifo zt’no
mnageress of Quarbton®s Stores) vas missing end dsfinitely within the
debrils, stood by and assisted tho rescuo perties, and gnve wnluvecble
infamtion rogarding the layout of the nheitor, the building genereally,
and the habits of the regular aticadors in the shelter. My Rescuo
Service Loader was able %o azcertein through this man that a ¥r.Boase,
manage:r of Quaerton®s. Mrs, Bonce wnd cohild, and Mrs, Tenmyson, wore
definitcly in thoe shuvlier, Ia order to obtein precise information
regarding the Adaliralty stafr on duty at the time of the damage , the
Rescue Service Leade:r iosatcd and wizited the temporary hoadguarters
in Sunnybaak and was Infornsd thet thoy “thought thore would be at
least eight of their staff in the building"”, Some diys aftervards
tho Rescue Service Leoader mmde anothor visit and was informed Ly another
senior officer that there wero five persons on duty that night. The
following week, he made & farther call and was informed by ancthexr
official Theat Thore was delinitely only one momber of the Admiralty
stoaff on duty that night and that there wore no civilien staff or
WoR.N.S, in the building., The Recsue Service Leador heAard from time
to time that a certain porscon hod managed to scramble out of the
wreockage at the timo of Tho incidant and after many eaquiries, found
thet ho was an employwe of Mossrs, Smiles, Holtby and Grey.,
Accountants, and late of Frudential Buildings. and now at their
temporary offices in Marlborough Avenue, The Rescue Service Leader
visited Marlborough Avonmie and had & conversation with this Mr_Moslin
who gave him a very full account of the incident and his knowliedge
of the persons who were insido the sheltere Mr.,Maslin further
informed the Rescue Service Leadexr that he had been fire—>mtching
along with another employee of his firm but that thorc wes no +hird
person from thoir staff, as had been suggosted by the Werdens Service.
The Rescuc Service Loader twice wvisited the Punch Hotel to obtain
information from the now manager rogarding the persons missing from
that hotel and known to bo regular visitors to the Prudortial
sheltors He was informed that thore were six persons in all,

Thus, the Roscue Service Inador was able to dotormins that
there wore 1S porsons within the shelter, and since by the time that the
whole of the area had been thoroughly Surned over and searched, the

bodie . R Rorsons bhod bogn rocoveorod,
it was ass

Fore ST L FISSINg Gna une ountod for. It was quito impossidlo

to say which of the 16 porsons weorc still missing, bosause only

six of tho ton bodies rocoverod had been idontifiadble, Socauso of th
this difficulty in idontification on %lLo sito, theo Rescuoc Service
Loader found it nocossniy to rnko many visits to tho mortuaries in
ordor to maintain up-to-dato rocords of thios incident,




