
The Amy Johnson 
Letters (Part IV)

Part IV covers the period between 
1st April 1927 and Whitsun 1927

A collection held by the 
Local Studies Library at the 

Hull History Centre [L DIAJ]



Amy Johnson was born in Hull on 1 July 1903. Her family were of Danish descent 
and were established fish merchants; Andrew Johnson, Knudtzon & Co. In 1925 she 
completed her BA Degree in Economics at Sheffield University and returned to Hull  
to take a secretarial course. 

In 1926 she had her first experience of flying on a five shilling pleasure trip. The 
following year she moved down to London to pursue a career in advertising. In 1928 
she began taking flying lessons and within two years was not only a qualified pilot  
but had also become the first women to qualify as a ground engineer.

In May 1930 Amy made a solo flight to Australia in a Gypsy Moth D.H.60 G-AAAH 
which she named Jason (the trademark of the Johnson family fish business). 
Although she failed to break Bert Hinkler’s record, she was the first woman to   
complete the 11,000 mile trip, and as a result she was given considerable press 
coverage and received telegrams of congratulation from across the world including 
King George V and Queen Mary and the British Prime Minster Ramsay MacDonald. 

When she returned to England she was presented with a CBE and in August 1930 
the Daily Mail newspaper gave her a gift of £10,000 for her achievements. She was 
also given a civic reception at the Guildhall in Hull. Further record flights followed 
including London to Moscow with co-pilot Jack Humphreys in January 1931 and  
then Moscow to Tokyo.

In 1932 she met and married the Scottish aviator Jim Mollison and in December  
she broke his record for a solo flight from England to South Africa. In July 1933 the 
couple attempted a non-stop flight from England to New York via Canada. Their  
plane  ran-out of fuel just 50 miles from their destination and they both received  
minor  injuries when the plane crashed. Despite this they were given a ticker-tape 
parade through New York. 

In 1934 Amy and her husband made a record flight to Karachi in India as part of the 
Australia MacRobertson Air Race, but they had to withdraw from the full race. In 1936 
Amy regained her record for a flight between London and Cape Town and the record 
for the fastest return flight.

In May 1940, Amy joined the women’s section of the Air Transport Auxiliary flying  
both machines and men to wherever they were needed. On 5 January 1941 on a 
routine flight from Blackpool to RAF Kidlington (near Oxford) she went off course due 
to the poor weather. She bailed out into the Thames estuary and was seen alive but 
the rescue attempt failed and her body was never recovered. She was officially 
presumed dead in December 1943.

In 1932, Amy used a gift of a purse of gold sovereigns presented to her by the   
children of Sydney to purchase a gold cup for the City of Hull; [The Amy Johnson   
Cup for Courage]. This trophy is awarded to a Hull child (aged under 17) for an   
outstanding deed of courage. 

In July 1974 a memorial statue was erected to her honour in Prospect Street, Hull. 

In 2003 the Royal Mail issued commemorative stamps to mark the centenary of her 
birth.

Description of the collection: 
Purchased in auction at Christies by the Hull Local Studies Library on 16 Oct 1985, 
the full collection of 286 letters charts Amy Johnson’s life during a six year period, 
1922-1928.  In one letter dated April 1928 she talks of the start of her flying lessons 
'now for the good news - I'm joining the London Aeroplane Club and then I can get 
tuition and always use their aeroplanes'.

The majority of the letters are from Amy to her partner Hans Arregger but the  
collection also includes letters to Amy from her father at Andrew Johnson   
Knudtzon Ltd. and from Vernon Wood of William Charles Crocker and Company   
of London offering her a job with the typing staff at three pounds per week.  

As was common at the time, Amy wrote to Hans almost every day during the height 
of their relationship and some of her letters contain twenty pages or more. In view of 
this we have created six volumes to aid downloading and reading of the collection.

Related material:            
The Local Studies Library also holds the Amy Johnson Library. Initially part of the 
Johnson Bequest to Kingston High School in 1941 the collection of 250 books was 
transferred to the Local Studies Library in December 1987 when the school library 
closed.  

For more information about the books and records relating to Amy Johnson at the 
History Centre see Discovering Amy Johnson at the Hull History Centre available 
from the History Centre website.

http://www.hullhistorycentre.org.uk/research/research-guides/amy-johnson.aspx


Bundle of papers from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/124)

Includes remuneration forms, information about careers for 
graduates at Lewis', a letter from Amy to Mrs Wood thanking 
her for her legal advice and a letter from a solicitor

1 Apr 1927













Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger (Incomplete)
(Reference L DIAJ/124A)

'Just a few lines before I get up darling and then I am going to 
walk on the heath.’

n.d.









Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/125)

'Well darling here I am at last fallen a 
victim to the flu!'

4 Apr 1927





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/126)

'Weren't you glad darling that you had 
managed to get a letter off to me yesterday.'

5 Apr 1927





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/127)

'How glad I am the post goes so late here that    
I can write at once and thank you for the 
delightful suprise I have just this minute 
received.'

5 Apr 1927



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/128)

'Thank you so much darling, for letting me 
have a letter this morning.'

6 Apr 1927





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/129)

'Thank you so much for your letter, darling.'

7 Apr 1927





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/130)

'Today's verdict - much better but rather weak!

8 Apr 1927





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/131)

'I've just finished dinner darling and am missing 
you most awfully.'

19 Apr 1927





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/132)

'I'm so glad darling to have your letters, which 
I've only just been able to read and very sorry 
that you are so worried.'

21 Apr 1927





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/133)

'I wonder what you are doing to day darling..'

24 Apr 1927





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/134)

'I've been looking forward all day darling, to 
answering your letter - it was such a nice one.'

25 Apr 1927







Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/135)

'You will be sorry to hear darling I had a big 
disappointment this morning.'

 26 Apr 1927



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/136)

'Please excuse a letter tonight darling.'

 27 Apr 1927



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/137)

'Again I am sorry darling that I don't feel like writing.'

29 Apr 1927





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/138)

'Now at last darling, I feel able to write 
to you properly.'

30 Apr 1927









Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/139)

'It's absolutely wonderful here darling.'

1 May 1927



Letter from Amy Johnson to 
Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/139B)

'Thank you darling so much for 
letting me have a letter last night.'

1 May 1927







Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/140)

'Thank you darling, so much for your long 
letter this morning.'

2 May 1927





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/141)

'Thank you so much for your letter this 
morning darling.'

3 May 1927





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/142)

'Thank you darling for your PC [postcard] this 
morning.'

4 May 1927



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/143)

'Thank you ever so much for your 
letter darling.'

5 May 1927







Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/144)

'You would be surprised to see me 
now darling.'

6 May 1927





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/145)

'It's beautiful here darling and I do wish you were 
with me to enjoy the green trees, blossom and 
sunshine.'

8 May 1927







Letter from Amy Johnson to 
Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/146)

'Thankyou for your letter, darling - I'm 
glad you had fine enough weather to 
go rides on Saturday and Sunday.'

9 May 1927



Letter from Amy Johnson to 
Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/147)

 'I was so glad that I could write you a 
few lines to day after all darling.'

10 May 1927



Letter from Amy Johnson to 
Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/148)

'I am sorry darling that now I am free 
to write you again I am feeling so very 
tired.'

12 May 1927





Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/149)

'Please excuse the type of paper I'll be using 
in the future, darling.'

13 May 1927



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/150)

'I was pleased to have your letter, darling, 
this morning at last.'

14 May 1927







Letter from Amy Johnson to 
Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/151)

'Oh darling, I am wanting you such 
an awful lot.'

19 May 1927



Letter from Amy Johnson to 
Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/152)

'You are very naughty darling, for 
sending me such an extravagant 
present!

20 May 1927



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/153)

'I've just had breakfast darling and Yuppy and I 
are writing our letters before setting out for a 
cycle ride.'

22 May 1927





Letter from Amy Johnson to 
Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/154)

'I haven't gone to my class tonight 
darling, because I felt too rotten.'

23 May 1927



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/155)

'It is very difficult to get you even a short letter 
written darling when I go to my class...'

24 May 1927





Letter from Amy Johnson to 
Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/156)

'All I'd made up my mind to add today 
after receiving your letter this morning 
was...'

25 May 1927





Letter from Amy Johnson to 
Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/157)

'Thank you darling for letting me 
have a letter this morning.'

26 May 1927



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/158)

'I am awfully sorry darling it is too late to write 
you a letter..'

27 May 1927



Letter from Amy Johnson to 
Hans Arregger 
(Reference L DIAJ/159)

'I have just come in from church 
darling, lunch is not quite ready.'

Before Whitsun 1927
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