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TRANSHISTORICAL 
ANXIETIES

• Global climate warming 

• International economy and market 
network 

• Food access, availability and security

• Localized, sustainable and fair supply 
chains 

• Equality of food rights. 

• Shared experience

‘Famine and Empire’ by Gobardhan Ash, 1943



CLIMATE SENSITIVE ENGLAND

“What happened was immediately dependent on the weather; one county may be 
enjoying a surplus when the next has a serious dearth […] One cannot 
overestimate the directness and the simplicity of the condition of things then: bad 
weather and a bad harvest meant starving people” (The England of Elizabeth, 
1950:106).

“[it] is evident from a comparison of weather and harvest records that what the 
peasants feared most was a mild but very wet winter, continuing into a cool rainy 
spring” … “sudden freaks of nature: June frost, the violent hailstorm, the sudden 
deluge that submerged the meadows as hay was being gathered.” (The Culture of 
the English People , 1994: 174)

“for the majority of the Tudor population their daily task was to extract 
sustenance from the earth, rivers, forests and seas around them…” (Tudor 
England: A History, 2022:9) 

‘Peasant's dance of death’ by Hans Holbein the Younger, (1523- 1525)



‘Wheat prices fluctuations 1550-1625’ from Hoskins, W.G. (1964) ‘Harvest 
Fluctuations and English Economic History’.



• Orders and measures issued by Elizabeth’s 
Government. 

• Maintain food security and accessibility 
• Ensure the flow of grain within the market network 

– specific focus on London.
• Management, control and manipulation
• Effective organized approach to manage and secure 

the supply of grain to everyday people.

DEARTH MEASURES

‘1586 Dearth Proclamation’ EEBO, 2019. 



‘Speciall orders and directions by the Queenes Maiesties ’, EEBO, 2003-04.



HULL’S POSITION WITHIN 
THE MARKET NETWORK

‘Ploughing” 'in The Boke of Husbandry. 1523



HULL EARLY 
PROVISIONS OF 
FOOD( 1580s)

‘The South – East Prospect of Hull by Samuel and 
Nathaniel Buck (1745). Available in HHC reading room



“there may be some meanes be found in some 
sort to relieve them, I would wishe you to 
cause survey to be made of the corne 
remayninge within your towne in the 
merchants hands, and upon view therof to 
deale with the said merchants hands in such 
effectual sort, that they will be contented to 
serve the poore of your sayd towne with corne 
at a reasonable rate and if those in your towne 
beinge sufficiently provided for, the aboute 
you may likewise be furnished at lyke 
reasonable prices.” (BRL/68)



“and rather in respect of the late great mortallytie of 
shepe, and other kynde of great cattle generalie almost 
throughout the whole realme: and of the Darthe and 
skarcitie alsoe of other kynde of vycctualls at this 
tytme and for meanes to the better performance here 
of wee are to [remember] unto you that your owne 
example in the straight kepingene of those orders in 
everie of your owne howses will greatlie further the 
observing of the same amonge the meaner sorte.” (Ref 
no. BRL/70)





HULL’S 
INTERNATIONAL 
TRADE ( 1590s)

‘The South – East Prospect of Hull by Samuel and Nathaniel Buck (1745). Available in HHC reading room



A REQUEST “that ships containing corn would be 
allowed into the port’s haven excused from the 
restraints laid on. Certain “ shippes of Danzick, 
Copen-Harben. Scotland and Holland that of last had 
brought corne to the port of Hull” to relieve “the 
inhabitants of that towne”, were to passe on their 
voyage without the restrictions of foregin trade so that 
they may “ return with more corne” and be “freighted 
bountiful of corne” (BRL/118) 



“That forasmuch as the prices of corne doth dailye increase in the 
market and likely to growe to excessive prices. For the better reliefe 
of the poorer sort of people here, in so much as to supply their 
present necessitie and partly to staie their [exclamation on their] 
behalfe & a reasonable quantite of white rie which shall be shipped 
hither unto this port from the porte beyond the seas & shallbe 
taken out of every such shipp or vessel at the discrecion of the 
Mayor, and according as such shippes or vessels shallbe in 
[brethren] And the said rie for to be taken from tyme to tyme 
during this dearth and scarcetie shallbe prized and halved by the 
said maior at some indifferent under rate lesse than the markette 
for the inhabitants [of the towne] therefore may have a competent 
& moderate gain of , not excessive for such small quantitie I such 
port to be taken. And the same rie to be sold from time to time and 
the poore people by mette, bushell or pecke” (C BRB/2/305b)



HULL’S INTERNAL 
TRADE

Lord Burghley’s Map of Humberside, (1559). British Library, Royal MS 18 D III, f. 63r
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Fforasmuch as the highe waies to this towne are of laite 
greatly decased on every side the saime, and growen to 
be so fowel and especially on Holderness side that hardly 
any loden horses can gitt to this towne. By meanes 
whereof it is greatly to be doubled that corne will in this 
markitt growne is be very deare […] it is though a good 
idea that some corne & especially wheate & rye  be 
bought & provided with save ye markitt as nede shall 
require & thende darthe may be avoided & the scarcitie 
provided for as much as reasonably may be.” 
(C BRB/2/178)



THE FAIR AND 
FREE MARKET

Market Woman with Fruit, Vegetables and Poultry, Pieter Aertsen (1564).



Speed’s plan of Hull 1610, available at HCC 
readers room 



Market Place, Hull. Artist unknown. 1770-1804. Held at V&AHoly Trinity Church and gilded statue of William of Orange, Kingston upon Hull, by Mark Dunn.



Basic instructions ordered that “all sellers of salt fishe 
by retaile and stande to the southward of the bull 
ring on the west syde” or that “over against towarde 
the Gate House to begyn to sett stall, or place people 
to stand, and so the northward: And first of that 
ranke townes people of Hull to be placed, and next 
theme pedlers & petie chapmen with small wares” 
(Ref no. C BRB/2/376 )



THE FAIR AND 
FREE MARKET:
REGULATING 
THE MARKET

Market Woman with Fruit, Vegetables and Poultry, Pieter Aertsen (1564).



“the said maior and aldermen being informed that 
[several] psons did engrose and gitt into their custody 
great quantitie of corne and butter where for the worth 
[that] they bought in ye markkit by means wherof 
bothe corne and butter dothe growe […] very deare”, 
“have appointed Antony Bownsall and John Bell to see 
yt no man upon one markitt  day doe buy above two 
mettes of corne in the markitt and they present all 
such as by any great quantitie of butter in the markitt” 
“sufficient for their own provision is be spent in their 
howses”
 (C BRB/2/111b). 



‘Here begynneth the boke named the Assize of bread’, EEBO, 2019.



“The size of bread, the wheate being xxxiis. the quarter” and 
subsequently that “wheat bread should weigh 13 ounces, 
Wheaten or Bowled bred should weigh 19 ounce, and Brown 
bread 25 ounce.” 

“shall hereafter bake and sell any two pennye bread, but i.d. 
or loaves upon paine every such ii.d. lofes or greater then 
that quantity hereby lymmited”

“That the said bakers shall once within one fornihht or as 
corn shall ryse and fall of pryce [meet with the mayor] for 
the tyme being. And of him to receive the weight that they 
shall observe in making of their bread accordygne [to] the 
pryce that the corne shall then be at.” (C BRG/2 /254) 



“misrule by daie and night, carde, dice & other unlawfull games there 
practiced, drunkenness and often times worse [proved] unthriftie 
expences caused” 

“the witness of povertie within this towne, and ill spending of good time, 
the wastfull consuming of victuals and corne chiefly, by meanes whereof 
the same are in it growne & held up with excessive prices, with the great 
detriment of the corne wealth, private damage of manie and no small 
impediment to the performance of good lawes” 

“no pson or psons of what estate or condition should he or they being 
burgesses or  inhabitante within this towne, or the libertites thereof shall 
hereafter, during the time of darth at the least, go or resort into anie 
alehouse or other drinking house, and there to drinke either beere or ale” 
(C BRG/2/304)

Strong Beere. Source: Taylor, John. Taylor's Feast. London: Printed by J. Okes dwelling in little 
St. Bartholmews, 1638



FAIRS, 
MARKETS AND 
TAXES

‘The South – East Prospect of Hull by Samuel and Nathaniel Buck (1745). Available in HHC reading room





These are therefore to give notice therof with all her majestie loving subjects that the said fair is here to be kept accordingly, and 
to begin the xjith day of September next, and to be continued for xv daies from thence next following. And so after that yearly 
during the daies aforesaid, if God permit to the intent that all manner of person that are disposed to buy or sell at the said fair 
anie wears, merchandises, horse, cattell, or other things may at that time repair and come hither at their pleasures without 
impeachment or hinderance of any in that respect. (C BRG/2/315b - 316)

In Hull’s fair “all manner of toll, of all sort of victuals or other things belonging to anie such fair or market, shall from tyme to tyme be 
recyved with the use of this towne, by the officers for such purpose to be appointed”(C BRG/2/316b). 

Any person presenting their wares to sell were to “willingly render and paie all such tolls, duties & dues as shall lawfully in that behalf 
to be demanded of them, concerning the same, without complication or constraint anie waies will be extended towared anie” and once 
again the audible sanction of the market bell is included as “no person doe hereafter make showe or sale of anie corne or other grain 
brought to this market before the market bell be ronge upon the forfaiture thereof.”  (C BRG/2/316)



“ all manner of tolls and dues of all, and all manner of 
merchandise, victuals, and other things whatsoever, from 
time to time sold and brought within the aforesaid 
markets and fair, or either of them, with the customs, 
usages, profits, commodities and emoluments 
whatsoever, belonging, appertaining, occurring, 
happening, or arising at such markets, marts, fairs and 
courts of piepowder “ (Boyle, 116)

Meat and Fish Market by Lucas van Valckenborch (1595) Held at Montreal Museum of Fine Arts 



THE BENCH, 
INFASTRUTURE 
AND LEGACIES

‘The South – East Prospect of Hull by Samuel and Nathaniel Buck (1745). Available in HHC reading room



one hundred and threescore pounds in monie 
which he willed should by therein maior and 
his brethren their good advice or other honest 
psons be yerely at the beginning of the yere 
imployed to buy corne for the use of the poore 
of the saide towne that they might have the 
said corne for monie so that the saide towne 
loose not by it and that the same should be 
every yearely for ever provided always that if 
they will not so due the citye of Yorke to have 
the side money to imploy it for their poor 
accordingly […] (C BRB/3/4)
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