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Amy Johnson was born in Hull on 1 July 1903. Her family were of Danish descent
and were established fish merchants; Andrew Johnson, Knudtzon & Co. In 1925 she
completed her BA Degree in Economics at Sheffield University and returned to Hull
to take a secretarial course.

In 1926 she had her first experience of flying on a five shilling pleasure trip. The
following year she moved down to London to pursue a career in advertising. In 1928
she began taking flying lessons and within two years was not only a qualified pilot
but had also become the first women to qualify as a ground engineer.

In May 1930 Amy made a solo flight to Australia in a Gypsy Moth D.H.60 G-AAAH
which she named Jason (the trademark of the Johnson family fish business).
Although she failed to break Bert Hinkler’s record, she was the first woman to
complete the 11,000 mile trip, and as a result she was given considerable press
coverage and received telegrams of congratulation from across the world including
King George V and Queen Mary and the British Prime Minster Ramsay MacDonald.

When she returned to England she was presented with a CBE and in August 1930
the Daily Mail newspaper gave her a gift of £10,000 for her achievements. She was
also given a civic reception at the Guildhall in Hull. Further record flights followed
including London to Moscow with co-pilot Jack Humphreys in January 1931 and
then Moscow to Tokyo.

In 1932 she met and married the Scottish aviator Jim Mollison and in December
she broke his record for a solo flight from England to South Africa. In July 1933 the
couple attempted a non-stop flight from England to New York via Canada. Their
plane ran-out of fuel just 50 miles from their destination and they both received
minor injuries when the plane crashed. Despite this they were given a ticker-tape
parade through New York.

In 1934 Amy and her husband made a record flight to Karachi in India as part of the

Australia MacRobertson Air Race, but they had to withdraw from the full race. In 1936

Amy regained her record for a flight between London and Cape Town and the record
for the fastest return flight.

In May 1940, Amy joined the women'’s section of the Air Transport Auxiliary flying
both machines and men to wherever they were needed. On 5 January 1941 on a
routine flight from Blackpool to RAF Kidlington (near Oxford) she went off course due
to the poor weather. She bailed out into the Thames estuary and was seen alive but
the rescue attempt failed and her body was never recovered. She was officially
presumed dead in December 1943.

In 1932, Amy used a gift of a purse of gold sovereigns presented to her by the
children of Sydney to purchase a gold cup for the City of Hull, [The Amy Johnson
Cup for Courage]. This trophy is awarded to a Hull child (aged under 17) for an
outstanding deed of courage.

In July 1974 a memorial statue was erected to her honour in Prospect Street, Hull.

In 2003 the Royal Mail issued commemorative stamps to mark the centenary of her
birth.

Description of the collection:

Purchased in auction at Christies by the Hull Local Studies Library on 16 Oct 1985,
the full collection of 286 letters charts Amy Johnson'’s life during a six year period,
1922-1928. In one letter dated April 1928 she talks of the start of her flying lessons
'now for the good news - I'm joining the London Aeroplane Club and then | can get
tuition and always use their aeroplanes'.

The majority of the letters are from Amy to her partner Hans Arregger but the collec-
tion also includes letters to Amy from her father at Andrew Johnson Knudtzon Ltd.
and from Vernon Wood of William Charles Crocker and Company of London offering
her a job with the typing staff at three pounds per week.

As was common at the time, Amy wrote to Hans almost every day during the height
of their relationship and some of her letters contain twenty pages or more. In view of
this we have created six volumes to aid downloading and reading of the collection.

Related material:

The Local Studies Library also holds the Amy Johnson Library. Initially part of the
Johnson Bequest to Kingston High School in 1941 the collection of 250 books was
transferred to the Local Studies Library in December 1987 when the school library
closed.

For more information about the books and records relating to Amy Johnson at the
History Centre see Discovering Amy Johnson at the Hull History Centre available
from the History Centre website.
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger Reference L DIAJ/52)

Page 1 is missing from the collection

If you come on your bike I'll set off from Hathersage 3 1/2 hours after

you set off & walk along the Sheffield road to meet you,’

29 May 1925
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/53)

‘l have enjoyed this week-end. Do get through
your work & come again next Saturday, won'’t !
you? | want you to ever so much...”

2 Jun 1925
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/54)

I’'ve just got back to Hathersage from my
exams— it was really an awfully good one
& | think I've done quite a decent paper.’

3 Jun 1925
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/55)

‘Have just got in from Sheffield & it’s perfectly
glorious & awfully hot. You will come on
Saturday won’t you?’

4 Jun 1925
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/56)

‘Darling,
| did feel so miserable after you’d gone - don’t know

why — but it seemed so lovely. Was awfully glad to get
your wire.’

8 Jun 1925
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger

(Reference L DIAJ/S7A)

'l was glad to get your letter this morning - was hoping
there would be one. But you shouldn’t have sent the
money, ‘cos there were not many expenses.’

10 Jun 1925




Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/57B)

‘Thanks most awfully for your letter. You do
write such ripping ones. | feel quite ready now
for a hard morning’s work. Am just going out to
the river with my books.’

10 Jun 1925
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/59 & 59A)

‘You've really no idea how absolutely rotten I'm feeling.
Everything has gone wrong today. The Latin exam was
awful, and | was so lost in contemplation of the paper,
wondering how they dared to set just he pieces | didn’t
know, that | didn’t notice what | was doing.’

12 Jun 1925
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/60)

‘I wonder how you’ve got on in Lpl and Manchester - hope
things were better than you anticipated. Am looking forward
ever so much to your coming over...’

17 Jun 1925
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: B 4 - ‘What a pity you’re not here. The sky’s a
Ll fleaiotly Wntcccy, yom Licaeo- B piant blue & the sun’s shining ferociously.’

19 Jun 1925
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Letter from Amy Johnson applying for a
post [unknown] (Reference L DIAJ/61A)

With reference to your advertisement of the
20th inst. | beg to state that | am 22 years of
age and have received a course of commercial
training at Woods’ College, Hull.’

20 Jul 1925
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger (Reference L DIAJ/62)

‘I want to write to you & yet | don’t want to say anything, because it
won'’t better things to brood over them’.

7 Oct 1925
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/63)

‘Oh darling, at last, I'm quite alone. I'm happy for
the moment, not nearly perfectly but still, happy.’

9 Oct 1925













Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/64)

Envelope only

11 Oct 1925 -
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Letter from Amy Johnson
to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/66)

‘I've just read my precious
letter again, darling & |
notice now that you’re only
setting off for Lpl at 2 o’clock
on Wed & I've sent you a
nasty, long, disconnected
letter...’

13tOct 1925
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/67)

- You'll be on your way to the station now darling &

here | am in bed! Isn’t it disgraceful!’

14 Oct 1925
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger (Reference L DIAJ/68)
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/69)

Envelope only

18 Oct 1925 -
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans
Arregger (Reference L DIAJ/G69A)

‘Good morning darling. Have just
arrived down in time to see the sun
get up at the same time’

18 Oct 1925
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/69C)

‘Here’s another Sunday for you to wonder what to
do with yourself.’

18 Oct 1925




o g, ¥ Bgh

ngr/g soce A"_ag,?h/g/%;
Laa %%m’«;w
‘?“3‘-“" botler,  But I dwei ot poec
By e . Aellen Wi e
mﬁwmﬁ?ﬁ-&?- A el
SBecor usf oo a M‘;ﬁ,« P
A Llepr ety M Md«;k/:
Aeacte o  igp Mmk'w
Coucsny Anon Ll [ B :
AR Aiecicers P e L Xe,
Sfoccteeos i G Fdtioee . - Mo
0wl s mﬁé&ﬂq@éﬁ.ﬁ

Aapher.
*-?M_San-vy‘é‘,éc.oum
Coene #ﬂﬁ/wédmfmw%
bt U e daigen  cwel & feot o
ook Fores aam é’-ta’y.m,:so
™ M%A—m%
Aecote 2l U tcco; L fmi g4

Qe ~ Aao Aicen all oty ’4 e
ATl U e, ' %%jk

wntl  yoo . T Locis .@eﬁz&we //C/ .
SR @rews Noccecar IFLen J:a)k',— 5 o S iag R
e ““3*5’ Greee  la lncteccem /5 Kig., K““_““"”:‘

llece e pou otk Al Sgfeelds. :
Bat 7 ope poe #5actr a pooct dei, /

bl boy Mgl Gust R poox lewd a
Yo M/)m Llowe. ek,
y Lledt e a&';m;/mmﬁ
(oho  oecie Mncceeor conte )

Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger

(Reference L DIAJ/70)

'‘Darling, I've just changed my mind about writing
to you today.'

% 19 Oct 1925



Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger s i

(Reference L DIAJ/71) _é’. 2 S -a
'It's utterly impossible to write you a letter today Sher llen ¢ &'&M, Goe s et
as it was yesterday. I've written you three, but if | Coeces - al Bast Pl /'m;, Fol
send them | shall be sorry tomorrow.’

AMeee: . Have beew gor ate A&

21 Oct 1925
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/72)

'I'm so sorry I've been in such a bad mood these
last few days and haven't been able to write you a
nice letter.'

22 Oct 1925
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger (Reference L DIAJ/73 & 73A)

It's quite hopeless trying to get to sleep darling, so I've been reading your

~ letters again.’

23kCIeh 1925




Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arreggér
(Reference L DIAJ/73B)

'l was so glad and relieved to have your letter this
morning darling. Didn't think somehow you would
reply to my note - thought you would be impatient
with it.’
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/74 & 74A)

'Dearest, | am yielding to your insatiable curiosity
and am sending you the 3 letters you want so
much.'
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/74B)

'Didn't get anything written at the last attempit.
Feel much too miserable to write.'

25 Oct 1925




Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/74C)

'| had three attempts yesterday to write you a
letter and then in the end only succeeded in
writing a page which wasn't worth sending.’

25 Oct 1925
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/75)

"It was an awfully nice letter you wrote to me
yesterday, darling.'

26 Oct 1925
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/76)

'‘Darling, | was so glad to know that you weren't Hleloe T cacetx |, v T el CXeay
angry about those silly letters.' V3

27 Oct 1925
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> . ; . Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
Pk  Aleghg e ~ (Reference L DIAJ/7T7)

'‘Darling, what a strange letter you sent me

today. Are you keeping up an air of mystery
Ce  Gorear g Caregs) Aday on purpose..."

28 Oct 1925
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Noke ,4;_; R O - 'Darling, what a flutter of excitement your wire

& 5;7 caused! It arrived whilst we were having tea at 7pm.’
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/79)

'It was a surprise to get your letter today darling -
Didn't think you would have time to write last night.'

3 Nov 1925
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans
B Moy Bl e~ Rt Arregger (Reference L DIAJ/80)
Lt S ity ¥ L Fﬁﬁ- e

: 'Darling - | feel absolutely rotten

today. Wish | had you here to look

Ue  Beraie P dlae  “Gigin’) after me - no one else bothers.'
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4 Nov 1925
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/81)

'Darling, | can't get to sleep. | don't know what on

earth induced me to balance my money up before

| came to bed, but the result is so worrying.'

4 Nov 1925

[0l Cbes cof o  § Llee
AAAect a6 e 645 /c.‘c.r/- dér.
Reecrea fo Lein g, F5~ Feo

Aefficeelices, - bet of Apficars fo
o e  deceioi g 7 %t yac

AB-DCr .,1417, a&gﬁ:f dm};.gr_ 7

Aetec g f COLoyfccte cor  SBteiomee,

I e mu:/a_; i) A
Carctepne. Pactes A e
fmjﬁ ,4' - 6’ - T
iﬂmwf J'ﬂeb. / o J'-" -3
’%ﬂw J Waco - / « Jo - a9
7;"-"3&:.«4.2-,»- ok . 68 A4 )
Aricoou - A2 IS
xifaa:c;, R e
f"'&a, e ) oaD

£33« 2 0




-9

jﬂ&uﬁ&&mu’f’mf;w

e Lo Zhsct &, — -’ﬂﬂ( “Lée

“Gefseaf- Jool 7 eaes Cacica ACIDo.
Bor Llar ctagg.i HeCs  leantiies -

2 e e ik sppees

s —Cle ekl ekt Go cp s
# s
ar o i. ' e Zudeduls

JHal Aau @way ondeé a Lot of ceey
W'

F L Queal O afinsi. A
Brerctee o ndd ceces AseccBer,
et > 2 M /foo Al . sa /-
Aeqgeat Res ey T Comer ,é:z:a}sg
RO i 4
/"M‘w‘ =4 -Ccaa.;"”;;? 2oe

o)’ cestec 2 Boscer ﬂ%ﬁ‘-,p%

Cerme . *é?hc.‘?‘ Cee” Altce ol aﬂ;lv‘!ﬁ-n_;
é&" )‘ JH- /3-_ fil:{tg; E-‘. C:f-
SR O BT . S

e;r"ﬁ ;'J? L-t.-t.uo;ﬂq,,

j"?? "-/- deeeeco : Mm Ve

m:‘

e S Le o™ =

(Nl e o

B s = =

C"l""':'_ (£ -’{:
1 R
Ldeaipr 9o

Peeny foo

- £
/2 L@ ge Ligere o A e P
wti.d,-{“ﬂf ; § RS 2 A
W L S Cocela o -
o, dewo e ey SWee A Ga.
£icn _Feasd fr_-::'.(.ﬂ O A e
Conipe .




e AR ¢ DS
Kove o  HGREE . Sl unbee A




e O

8:_1/' 2 e

FHrceks  caes A a’qa.&,?'l Jor fPces cceces
Lelles Dlae au::.’, v A lemed

U
2 ke s el S
¢ ﬁc-—c éd -

ety Baot Xem, .
dede o0 st Gasp Ao g, g4

MJ tpo  gan fass Heccee M %

Heegxacces . A wa., Jer loo

Mﬂl
et .

a fo - z i

b Aeceet Veall, Loy _g

N R e o . s

iy
Soees

/—-‘tﬂﬂgﬁ e Jmcxl:-ur‘ 7 A

A e ltne., A

"2‘%'(9&4_,“
Oee.
Keece

Lele

_f‘
P e Loy Seals Plr
A fLeesp ceey S

"&# M. Hae AL Ree.. /o J(dt-#ttf%

Lo, SoAdeome

e

on s Blciias

oo Fh Hety setd,
F ek -&«a,—'
@ frear Men
Socere Aegy

Foecire  Levape.

Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/82)

"Thanks awfully darling, for your nice letter.'

6 Nov 1925
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/84)

'Darling | was so pleased to have your lovely letter.'

9 Nov 1925
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans
Arregger (Reference L DIAJ/86)

‘Darling, your letter has just come and
it's such a nice one - as always and I've
nothing particular to do at the moment
SO0 am answering it straight away.

11 Nov 1925
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/88)

‘The material for the cloak is black chiffon velvet with
a pretty silvery lining that will go with any frock’

15 Nov 1925
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/89A)

'‘Darling, I'm so sorry but father has asked me to go
out with and | don't like to offend him.'

Spring 1926
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans Arregger
(Reference L DIAJ/89B)

'‘Darling, | had to write that note in such a hurry -
Father was already waiting at the gate - so | hadn't
time to think what to put.'

Spring 1926
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Letter from Amy Johnson to Hans
Arregger (Reference L DIAJ/89C)

'l am writing what | want to say to you,
because | seem to make such a muddle

of putting my thoughts into spoken
words.'

Spring1926
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